
compounded by the political and
religious tensions in the area. 

GIDI is committed to the ongoing
needs there and this week (April
17th) Lipyius Biniluk is visiting again
to make an assessment and help the
team with future planning.

Needs to be remembered are,
finances, health of the team,
opportunities to show the love of
Christ and that building of good
relationships would continue. Also
for opportunities to witness.

(Most of this information has been
provided by Rev. Otto Kobak, head
of the Evangelistic Department of
GIDI. GIDI has many more
unreached areas where they have
placed and still support evangelists 
in Papua and outside Papua.) �

Sue Trenier

By all reports, the team there have
gained good acceptance as they
have been willing to work with their
hands, get alongside the people and
so forth. Although very different in
background, the Papuans and the
Acehenese have many things in
common. They have been given
hospitality by religious leaders and
some orphans have linked
themselves to the team.

Because of the nature and enormity
of the disaster the logistics have
been overwhelming in the 
co-ordinating of aid. This has been

The team consists of 11 people
mostly from Papua but also
several from our churches in

Java and Sumatra. They report that
the team have been concentrating
initially on

1. Comforting and motivating 
the survivors.

2. Showing God’s love by helping 
to clear rubble and mud from
houses and schools.

3. Generally try to lessen the
burdens the people are bearing.

4. Attempt to gain acceptance with
the people and, if God opens 
the door, to establish an
evangelistic post.

The GIDI team are working 
together with other denominations
at the request of the Christian 
church in Aceh as this is the most
acceptable way to work rather 
than have individual groups 
working in ways that could
jeopardise the witness there.

France has a long Christian
heritage, with such notable people
as Irenaeus of Lyons, Martin of

Tours, Bernard of Cluny, Bernard of
Clairvaux, William Farel and John
Calvin whose monumental Institutes of
the Christian Religion was dedicated to
the King of France to tell him what the
Reformation was really all about. The
papal court spent almost the whole
14th century at Avignon, and the
enormous papal palace can be seen
there to this day. The monarchy was
seen as the guardian of the nation and
of the Christian faith - its motto was
Une foi, une loi, un roi (one faith, one
law, one king).

Following the revolution of 1789 
the monarchy was removed and 
France embarked on its great
republican experiment. It developed
into the strongly secular state that 
we see today.

Some examples of French
secularism

1. Nobody really knows how many
Muslims there are in France because
it is illegal to ask someone’s religion
on a census form. 

2. It is now illegal to wear the Islamic
veil, the Sikh turban or a large 
cross at school. Some children 
have been excluded from school
recently after refusing to come
without their veil or turban. �
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Following the Earthquake and Tsunami
on 26th Dec. 2004 which devastated
large areas including the extreme
Western Province of Indonesia, Nangroe Aceh
Darussallam (NAD) the Department of Evangelism 
of GIDI made moves to get a team together to send
to help. They decided to concentrate their efforts 
in the city of Danda Aceh, in the districts of
Lamdingin and Lambura.

GIDI OUTREACH 
IN ACEH

Affectionately known to its people as l’hexagone,
France is the largest country in Western 
Europe, enjoying over 500,000 sq km of land. 
It has just over 60 million people of whom about 
20% live in or near Paris. Life expectancy is 75 (men),
83 (women). France
has almost the 
same population 
as the UK, but
more than twice
the area of land.

SIX CORNERS! 
UFM IN FRANCE
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