
Joel says: 

“I like playing video games, reading, eating, and 

going out on my bike. I think about stuff. 

Every other Saturday I go to Youth Group – we 

have a Bible study and then get to play on the 

computers or play ping-pong or table hockey.  

I’m enjoying some of my lessons at school – I’m 

finding Ancient Greek easier this term and am 

studying The Iliad. 

I really miss the weather in England! I miss food 

like toad-in-the-hole, fish and chips and my 

Nan’s spaghetti Bolognese. I miss eating lots of 

Marmite (we have Marmite here, but not lots of 

it). I miss Beeston Free Church. 

When I’m in England and it’s cold, I miss the 

nice weather in Greece! (Which I know sounds 

funny as I love the weather in England!)  

I love reading. I’d recommend Anthony 

Horowitz books – the Alex Ryder series are 

exciting and the Diamond Brothers books are 

hilarious. I’ve enjoyed reading the Adventure 

series by Enid Blyton (River of… Island of… etc 

etc). The How to Train Your Dragon series are 

great too. And I love the Earthsea Quartet by 

Ursula LeGuin – fantastical, with dragons – dark 

enough but not too dark. I am reading the 

Sherlock Holmes novels which are great. 

I couldn’t pick a favourite film, but I love the 

How to Train Your Dragon movies. I am just 

getting into Marvel Comic movies and can’t wait 

to see The Avengers (seen Thor and Captain 

America). “ 

When I’m in England and it’s cold, I miss the 
nice weather in Greece! (Which I know 
sounds funny as I love the weather in 
England!)                                                     - Joel  

Joel, outside his school. 
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Welcome to the second issue of our news sheet 

for children in the UFM family, and for all those 

who pray for them!  We are glad you enjoyed 

our first issue. Don’t forget that you can submit 

articles, book or DVD reviews, tips and stories 

about life where you are, or even your 

favourite local recipes! 

please send your articles to Rosalind Brown  

(rosalind@ufm.org.uk). 

 

Meet the Clarke family, who live in Athens, 

Greece.  Joel will be 13 on 22nd October, 

Hannah is 11½, Esther is 9 and Ruth is 5 

years old.  Their Mum and Dad are 

Jonathan and Dawn, who work with 

university students. 

In the lift of the apartment block, 

first day of the school year! 



Hannah  tells us about life in Athens 

What do you spend most of 
your time doing? 
 

'I would...um...I would...um...' 
 

'I have breakfast at home, 
then I go to school until 
after lunch. We read books, 
and then we have a snack 
from home like chocolate 
croissant or fruit and then I 
make stuff by myself without 
aaaaaaaaaany help. When 

I've finished I give it to my teacher.’  
 

So can you read? 

'A little bit και μαθαίνω να διαβάζω και στα Αγγλικά 
και στα Ελληνικά [and I'm learning toread in English 
and in Greek - she wanted to say that in Greek]. 
Then I eat lunch.' 
 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this edition of UFM Connect, your feedback is most 

welcome. Please send your thoughts and ideas to Rosalind at rosalind@ufm.org.uk 

What is your 
favourite book?  
I love The Heart 
in the Bottle by 
Oliver Jeffers. It 
is sad and happy 
and the pictures 
are lovely. 

And your 
favourite film? 
Big Hero 6. 
 
What can people pray for? 
'To have a nice time and school and not be very 
shy.' [She isn't, really!] 
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“Hi! I’m Hannah.  
I like riding my bike, 
going to the park, 
playing bass and 
acoustic guitar, listening 
to music, playing the 
piano and reading. I 
also enjoy making stop 
motion films with lego 
and plasticine.      
 

I like living in Athens 
because of the food and the city centre, which 
has good shops. I also like the fact that it is 
almost always sunny and good beach 
weather. 
 

I miss English sausages and toad in the hole. I 
also miss my family and my friends, especially 
people at our home church. I also miss cool 
English evenings out in the park. 
  

If I had to recommend a film I would probably 
recommend either of the DESPICABLE MEs or 
any of the STAR WARS movies. If I had to 
recommend a book it would be the Roman 
Mysteries series by Caroline Lawrence because 
they are breathtakingly interesting and full of 
adventure.”   

I like dancing, draw-
ing and reading. I like 
going on shopping 
trips on the scooter to 
the city centre with 
my mum.  
What I like about liv-
ing in Greece is the 
warm, sunny weath-
er, the nice, sandy 
beaches and all the 
friends we have here. 
Not living in England 
means that I miss my 
wider family and miss 

seeing them more often and I miss refreshing 
rainy days and my friends in Beeston.  
 

I like it when our friends and family visit our 
house in Athens. Sometimes they bring nice 
things for us: books in English; sweets and 
chocolates that we can’t get here, like Fred-
dos and Crunchies.  
 

My favourite books at the moment are the 
Wings & Co series by Sally Gardner. My fa-
vourite film is The Lego Movie – because it’s 
awesome!” 

 

 
I’ve been struggling a bit with growing 
pains and going to sleep at night/waking 
up in the morning, could you pray for me 
about that? Thanks. 

Esther 

Esther outside her school 

An interview with Ruth 

Esther on living in Greece 


