
 

Please pray for me as I start my iGCSE 
courses soon. 

Matthew 

Joshua, Bethan and Matthew 
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Welcome to the third issue of our news sheet 

for children in the UFM family, and for all those 

who pray for them!  Thank you for your 

submissions so far!  We look forward to 

featuring them. Don’t forget that you can 

submit articles, book or DVD reviews, tips and 

stories about life where you are, or even your 

favourite local recipes! 

 

Introducing the McClean family, who live 

in Bangkok in Thailand. Matthew is 13, 

Bethan is 12 and Joshua is 9 years old. 

Their parents, Johnny and Ann, work with 

international students on several university 

campuses and Ann also teaches in St 

Andrews School.  

Matt enjoying battered 
prawns on the beach  

Hi! My name is Matthew and I am 13 years 
old. I was born here in Thailand and I have 
lived here all of my life (apart from a few 
visits back to the UK!). My claim to fame is 
that I was the first foreign boy ever to be 
born in NakornSawan Mother and Baby 
Hospital! Apparently they treated me like a 
Superstar the day I was born ☺ 

I go to St Andrews International School 
where I am on the basketball team. The only 
downside to school is being taught by my 
mom as she is our history teacher! 

When we have school break we usually go 
to a tropical beach where we can swim and 
relax. The sea is usually as warm as a bath 
and very calm. We also get to eat BBQ squid 
and battered prawns cooked fresh on the 
beach … yum! In my free time I also enjoy 
playing the saxophone. 

Meet Matthew! 



Joshua, on life in Bangkok 

 

I was born in Wales 

but I have now lived 

in Thailand for most 

of my life. When we 

lived up country I 

spoke Thai every 

day, but I don’t 

speak much Thai 

any more as we 

now live in Bangkok 

a n d  a l m o s t 

everyone speaks a  bit of English. However, in 

school it is compulsory to learn Thai so I am 

starting to learn to read and write it!  

Schools in Thailand start very early so we wake 

up at 6.00am every day.  The traffic here is bad 

as well so it can take up to 45 minutes to get to 

school 5 miles away. Although we start earlier 

than the UK we also finish earlier. School ends 

at 2.30 and then we have lots of fun clubs like 

basketball, swimming, football, clarinet lessons 

and drama. We play lots of sports here 

because it is nearly always hot and sunny. 

Please pray for me at school. Most of my 

friends are Thai Buddhists. Pray that 

God keeps me on the right path and I 

don’t get led astray.                            Josh 

Feedback and submissions are welcome! Please send your ideas and contributions to Rosalind at rosalind@ufm.org.uk 
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Bethan on a School Trip  

McCleans’ Top Ten Family Games! 

Hero Day at School for Josh 

6. Dutch Blitz 

7. Monopoly  

8. Risk 

9. Jungle Speed 

10. Jenga  

1. Settlers of Catan 

2. Ticket to Ride 

3. Dobble 

4. Slave  

5. Rummikub 

The weather here is 

completely different 

to the UK. It is almost 

always sunny and 

that means we can 

play outside lots. We 

live in a little housing 

community on the 

edge of the city.  

 

In our community there are other missionary 

families who go to a local American Christian 

school. We play basketball together after 

school, chat or swim in our local pool. We 

often run around barefoot because it is too 

hot to wear shoes! 

In my free time I love to 

draw, play the flute or 

piano and read. My 

favourite books to read 

are Enid Blyton. I love 

her school books, 

Malory Towers and St 

Clares as they are quite 

funny. I also enjoy Harry 

Potter and the Hobbit. 

Almost every Friday, 

after a long week at school, we have a family 

movie night. Ice Age and Shrek are probably 

our family favourites.  

My favourite Thai food is Tom Yam Kai – a 

sour, spicy chicken soup – with rice. It is really 

delicious and is always served at school on 

Tuesdays! In my opinion it’s the best school 

lunch ever! 

Please pray for me, that I will get to 

know God better and that I will have 

some Christian friends at school.                                                                                         

Bethan 

Bethan’s bit! 

Bethan’s latest sketch 


