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DIRECTOR’S
DESK

I

t was a November
evening in Ivory
Coast. As the sun was
going down, a group of
missionary families were
meeting together to pray.
The country they loved was
being ravaged by war and
they faced the prospect
of immediate evacuation.
The fighting had intensified
and key towns had fallen
to the ‘rebels’ and due to
a number of unfortunate
events, antagonism
towards westerners had
also increased. Some were
very anxious because the
‘rebels’ were advancing.
Would they get out to
safety in time? A storm was
brewing and many were
fearful. Janelle, a 16-yearold missionary’s daughter,
was listening quietly and
then she spoke these
words, “God says that all
things work together for
good… (Rom 8 v 28) and
that means that what I am
going through right now is
good for me!”

As Christians none of
us are immune from
passing through storms
in life. Recently I have
been thinking about the
disciples experiencing a
storm on the sea of Galilee
and how Jesus came and

revealed himself to them.
Earlier that day they had
witnessed Jesus feed five
thousand (not counting
the women and children)
and later that evening he
made them get into a boat
to travel to the other side
of the lake. Little did they
know what lay ahead of
them as they went out to
face a storm! Matthew gives
us his account in chapter 14
of his gospel.
It is interesting to note
that they did not plan
this journey themselves.
‘Immediately Jesus made
the disciples get into the
boat and go on ahead of
him to the other side, while
he dismissed the crowd.’
Jesus made them get into
the boat! The word ‘made’
in the original text implies
‘with force’. It wasn’t an
invitation; it was a command
from Jesus! He took the
initiative and placed them in
the boat. Therefore, we can
rightly conclude they had no
need to be afraid, for Jesus
was in control!
What comfort it brings to
our hearts as Christians
to know that when we
experience storms in life,
he is in control! He is never
caught off guard, never
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taken by surprise, and he is
always working for our good!
It is difficult for us to imagine
what the disciples went
through. They were obviously
very frightened. ‘…Beaten by
the waves for the wind was
against them’ Bear in mind
Matthew (a tax collector) is
describing this nautical scene;
he may have been out of his
comfort zone!
The disciples had witnessed
Jesus at work in so many
situations and I’m sure they
thought “if only Jesus was
here; if ever we needed
him, it’s now.” Sometimes
we struggle to understand
the Lord’s timing when we
are facing storms and it can
appear that he doesn’t care.
However, the Lord’s timing is
always perfect! As the disciples
struggled on the lake Jesus
knew exactly how much they
could bear. Mark tells us in
his account that he saw them
struggling! (Mark 6:48)
Shortly before dawn Jesus
walked towards them on the
lake. They were terrified at
first, thinking it was a ghost,
until Jesus spoke saying, “Take
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid”
He reassured them. He simply
spoke the word, but his word
was enough! When we are
called to go through great

trials it can be helpful to
receive encouragement
and advice from
wise friends and
counsellors, but,
ultimately, it is the Word of
God that brings peace and
reassurance to our hearts.
His Word is enough! Martin
Luther once said, “I never knew
the meaning of God’s Word
until I came into affliction.”
Peter (being Peter) said
to Jesus, “Lord if it is you,
command me to come to you
on the water.” Jesus replied,
“Come.” Peter climbed out of
the boat and began to walk
towards Jesus. With his eyes
on Jesus he could walk on the
waters. There is grace, too,
in our moment of particular
need to walk on the waters!
“When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you…”
(Isaiah 43:2)
When Peter began to sink
Jesus was ready to reach
out his hand and catch him,
saying, “O you of little faith
why did you doubt?” Even
when our faith is feeble the
Lord is ready to reach out his
hand to sustain us.

God.” This was the
first time that the
disciples had ever
said that. The
Father said it at the
baptism at the River Jordan; the
demons said it on the eastern
shore, but the disciples had
never said it before. They had
seen miracle upon miracle
upon miracle; healings, raising
the dead, casting out demons,
they had heard preaching and
teaching. Now, they came to
this monumental declaration,
“Truly you are the Son of
God!” Jesus was glorified! It
was all about him! They were
no longer captivated by the
storm, but by the Saviour!
No matter what type of
storm you may be going
through right now, what a
difference it would make to
keep this perspective and, like
16-year- old Janelle, bow to
his sovereignty by saying “…
that means that what I am
going through right now is
good for me.”
WILLIAM BROWN

When they climbed into the
boat, the wind died down.
Then those who were in the
boat worshipped him, saying,
“Truly, you are the Son of
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ASIA

BEAUTY FOR ASHES

N

o doubt you’ve seen
the pictures on the
news: Yezidi and
Christian refugees fleeing
from the savage onslaught of
ISIS. Concrete shells hastily
tarped up as makeshift
accommodation. Huge refugee
camps set up to care for those
who have sought refuge in the
much more welcoming selfautonomous Kurdistan Region.

money to them. This is the very
opposite of a healthy economy,
in which citizens create wealth
and then willingly pay some of
their hard-earned income to
the government in taxes.

unlike the animals because
our Maker has given us the
ability to create wealth. Some
Kurds exemplify this admirably:
shepherds, for example, who
through their own hard work
multiply their flocks and sell
Many are selling their houses
fleeces for wool and sheep’s
and cars and taking their
wealth with them to Europe – if milk for yoghurt. A lamb is their
prize product, but even sheep
they ever make it there safely
dung is of value as fuel!
on the people smugglers’
route. Instead of investing in
The Kurdish mountains are a
agriculture in their villages –
But there is another tragedy
paradise for fruit orchards, and
which goes largely unreported: with abundant sunshine and
the rosy Berwari apples used to
the economic catastrophe that water for fruit orchards, and
be exported and sold far and
green mountains for grazing
is still unfolding in Kurdistan.
wide. Now the apples fall to
livestock – Kurds are losing
Teachers and other public
the ground and hardly anyone
hope in the future of their
sector employees are six
buys them. The government
months behind on wages, and homeland. They previously
has not invested in roads as
looked to their leaders as
some have had their salaries
they should, and there are few
demigods and now they are
slashed by up to 75%. Shops
entrepreneurs who live up to
distraught that the oil wealth
are closing left, right and
their calling to subdue the earth
has been embezzled by the
centre. Those who built big
and run profitable, competitive
elites and squandered on
apartment blocks thinking
businesses. Since the 1990s,
they would have a guaranteed luxuries.
Kurdistan has been awash with
income from the rent are now Only the Bible can really
oil money, and this has sapped
left with huge debts. Yes, the
initiative. The dependency
educate our minds about
poor refugees in their tents are where we have gone astray.
culture is everywhere - and the
poor, but at least they are in
entitlement mentality that is its
The situation here shows how
the black.
bitter fruit.
disastrous it is to be ignorant
A catastrophic worldview
God’s order has been tragically
of Genesis. The majority faith
problem is at stake here.
turned on its head. Citizens
is hostile to the teaching that
Iraqi society, not least here in
should work and create goods
Man is made in the image
Kurdistan, has come to expect and likeness of God. Yet this
and services that generate
the government to dole out
wealth, from which taxes
is a glorious truth. We are
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can be raised to support a
government. Instead, Kurds
have grown accustomed to
the government parcelling
out the oil wealth and paying
an unsustainable number of
salaries to many people who
are doing little to help society
to be more productive.

agony of the cross. He bore the
exile we deserved, so we could
enjoy the rest that he had
enjoyed from all eternity.

What we preach to people
here in Kurdistan is that the
only real rest in this world of
pain is found in the Saviour.
Hear his cry as he is shut out
But now oil prices have
of the rest he enjoyed with his
dropped from $100/barrel
Father as he bore the curse we
to $30, and there is not the
deserved. Think of the crown
money around to pay the 1.4
of thorns (thorns being God’s
million public sector employees judgment on Adam’s work)
(38% of the population).
and the sweat he dropped for
us in Gethsemane (think of
We have taken time to sketch
out the situation. The situation Genesis 3:19 and the sweat of
is very, very bleak. But we trust work in this fallen world). What
a Saviour!
that our Father is working
out his good purposes in
Now it’s very striking that in
all the heartbreak. Human
Matthew 11:28-29, the rest
princes have been shown to
Jesus provides is not a loungebe false gods: they are not the on-the-sofa sort of rest but is
Providers. And people see that a rest that involves putting
Kurds themselves have done
on a yoke. Clearly work is
great injustices – it’s not just
envisaged. But his yoke is
the Arabs who can be cruel.
easy and his burden is light.
In these dark days, Jesus shines Jesus is the humble and gentle
Saviour: he is able to provide
forth very brightly. He came
us with the peace and joy and
as the New Adam, to create a
contentment that proud rulers
new humanity in him. How?
Through his perfect obedience. in their palaces cannot give us.
In the Garden of Gethsemane,
he resisted temptation, where
the first Adam, in his garden,
gave in. He calls us to come
to him and receive rest. Rest
from the pain and toil of this
fallen world – through the one
who forfeited his rest in the

This is the fulfilment of
Ecclesiastes: “that everyone
should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all his toil – this
is God’s gift to man.” (3:13)
Note it is joy in all our toil, not
by escaping from hard work.
The desire to be a fat cat with

a big block of flats and a big
car is really a false salvation:
simply to sit back and expect
others to do all the hard work
and cough up their hardearned rent each month.
So, we try to model hard
work. We follow the carpenter,
and his apostle, the tentmaker. We have helped one
carpenter make furniture
out of pallets. We strive to
encourage education in many
ways. I have become a great
champion of Wiktionary – the
Kurds now have half a million
pages on this open-source
dictionary. Without a good
dictionary a nation can never
succeed educationally and
economically.
We visit refugees and welcome
a steady stream of neighbours
to our home. This last year we
have seen more doors open
for the Gospel, and have even
started to gather a few believers
together on Sunday nights for
worship. Could this be the start
of a church planted in this city
of shattered hopes? And most
of all, we give what time we
can to testing and providing
improvements to the draft New
Testament. In the next ten
months we will pull out all the
stops to help make this Behdini
Kurdish translation as good as
possible, before it goes to press
in 2017.
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THAILAND

MOSAIC OF MINISTRY
1 Peter 4:10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

T

he church in Thailand
is growing. There are
a significant number
of Thai men in pastoral
leadership who love the Lord
and are faithfully teaching
the Gospel week by week
in their own language.
After almost 20 years as a
missionary family in this
land we are often asked if
our time as missionaries
might have come to an end.
Does Thailand still need
missionaries? Is it not better if
the national believers do the
work of discipleship, church
planting and evangelism?
Over the past couple of
years we have privileged to
see our role in the church
and student ministry shift.
When we started out as
young student workers we

were pioneering, we were
‘pii’ or ‘big brother and
sister’ to those we worked
with. Now, increasingly we
find ourselves addressed as
‘auntie’ or ‘uncle’ or even
‘Mum and Dad’! Now we
have the privilege of walking
alongside others as they
learn to pioneer, to disciple,
to share the Gospel. Day by
day the Lord challenges us
to “serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms.”

SERVING STUDENTS
Brian arrived in Thailand from
Pakistan in August 2015.
A new student, he didn’t
know any other Christians
in Thailand, he had no idea
about where he could find
local churches. As far as

he knew, he was the only
Christian in his small university.
His brother, in Canada,
happened to mention to an
international student worker
that Brian was struggling.
That student worker ‘just
happened’ to be visiting us
in Bangkok. Together Johnny
and Edward went to find
Brian on his campus. It was
amazing to see the joy on his
face as they sat and shared
together, as they gave him
information about Englishspeaking churches in the city
and then helped him to get
plugged into one of those
churches. Brian had already
made friends with a Burmese
Muslim who had many many
questions about Jesus. It has
been great for Johnny to meet
with Brian, and his friend to
study Christianity Explored
each week.

SERVING THE LOCAL
CHURCH
It’s Sunday morning and Ann
is running around looking
for glue sticks, pens and
worksheets. Downstairs in
our little Thai church building
there is the sound of laughter
and squealing as the minivan
arrives full of children excited
to be at church. Children
who are unwashed, poorly
dressed, and haven’t yet had
breakfast. Children who have
left illegal tin shack homes in
a slum community and messy
family situations. A two-year
06 SUMMER 2016 I 4 CORNERS

old toddler arrives clinging
to his older sister. He has a
runny nose. Ann runs to find
some tissues! Another church
member takes the children
to buy breakfast. They arrive
back with pots of noodles
and sit on the church floor
to eat them. As the church
service starts we face all the
wriggles and squiggles you
might expect from a bunch
of children. Church members
take it in turns to sit and help
the children. When it comes
time for the sermon we
head upstairs. On the floor
of a small room we learn
the story of Jarius’ daughter.
We talk about the wonder
of Jesus’ compassion and
his power to give new life.
As the children sit colouring
their worksheets they
talk - about their families,
about older brothers who
got drunk last night, the
neighborhood fight, the Dad
in prison. We pray together.
One eight-year old child is
missing. She was raped by
her cousins last night and
is in hospital. Some of our
church members, who live
in the same community, will
visit her later.

SERVING THE
NATIONAL CHURCH
Pastor Kopchai leads a very
large, growing church in the
Central Business District of
Bangkok. Now in his fifties
he wants to train a new
generation of preachers and
leaders in his church. He
was recently able to attend
Langham Preachers’ Training
and was so excited that he
asked Langham to run a
special course for his church
members to attend. It was
a privilege for Johnny, as a
member of the Langham
Committee, to meet in
Pastor Kopcha’s home
with 15 new preachers,
2 of whom preached for
the first time with great
nervousness. After receiving
some feedback these new
preachers explained that
they would be preaching
at their new church plant,
700 miles from Bangkok,
in the coming weeks. It
is humbling and a great
privilege to walk alongside
these young professionals
and businessmen who have
a heart of Gospel ministry in
the rural areas of Thailand.

PLEASE PRAY
FOR US, THAT
cW
 e will continue
faithfully to use our gifts
to serve others with joy.
c International students
will hear, and see, and
respond in faith to
the Gospel, whilst at
university in Bangkok.
cB
 elievers will be
equipped to serve,
share, and live out the
Gospel for themselves.
c The

Thai church will be
blessed, strengthened,
and encouraged as we
live alongside them.
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MONGOLIA

IN THE POTTER’S
HANDS
This article is an extract from a new book by Gill Newham, “Far from
Cold”, that tells the story of the experiences she and Mark have had
as they have worked in Mongolia since 1992. The book is due to be
published in the next few months.

I

n Spring 2009 Mark and I
were in Ulaanbaatar doing
some shopping and for
the first time ever, attending
an English-speaking service
led by Mongolians. The city
churches had decided to hold
an English service as a part of
their outreach to professional
Mongolians who were eager
to practice their English. The
worship leader, a woman in
her mid-thirties, recognised
us and as soon as the service
finished made a beeline
towards us. “You were a part
of the first Bible school in
Mongolia weren’t you?” We
looked at each other, “Er...
Yes,” we replied, wondering
what was coming next.
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“Before we were married,
my husband and I were
students at the Bible
School,” she said, gripping
my arm firmly. “We are
so grateful to you for all
your hard work, for your
willingness to endure
hardship, for coming to
tell us about the Lord
and teaching us.” And
so she went on. I felt the
colour rising in my cheeks.
“Please,” I said, putting
my hand up to stem the
compliment. “It wasn’t
us, it was God. We were
just youngsters who made
mistakes, many mistakes;
but God was patient with
us. He was utterly faithful.”

Those early years were
special, in fact, it’s only
upon reflection that I
realise how incredible
they were, and, yes, our
experiences had nothing to
do with us and everything
to do with God. It’s one
of the first important
lessons that the Lord
taught us and it took
us a while to come to a
clear understanding of his
workings in our lives. You
see, we went to Mongolia
subconsciously thinking
about the things that we
would do for him, foolishly
imagining that without us
he was struggling to fulfil
his purposes.

But God had to show us
that we were wrong. He
allowed our unspoken good
intentions and preconceived
ideas to be dashed. Instead,
we faced misunderstandings
and contentions and even
found the Mongolians, the
very people we’d come to
love and share the good news
of the gospel with, annoying
and challenging. God was
working, but not in the way
we thought he would.
Initially we didn’t recognise
his work and neither were we
fully part of it. It wasn’t until
we began to ask, “What are
we doing in Mongolia?” that
gently and clearly the answer
started to come, “It’s because
I want to work in your lives.”
This was a new thought! A
sobering thought. Our best
efforts at serving God weren’t
any good; rather, we needed
to learn to allow him to work
in us, change us, and in
the process, incorporate us
into his work. Gently, God
was unmasking our hidden,
unrealistic expectations:
expectations that naturally
shaped our thoughts of
ministry and had motivated
us to try to impose what we
mistakenly thought of as

“godly character” upon the
Mongolians.
Slowly, the light was
dawning and understanding
was forming. The problems
and the irritations we’d
faced weren’t because of
the Mongolians or even
what we perceived to be
the odd characteristics of
other missionaries. No, the
problem was the sin and
prejudices that were lurking
in our own hearts. The
problems weren’t out there:
they were in us.

make things happen. It was
also a relief that left us with a
yearning for inward change
and gave us a desire to
listen, learn and understand
more deeply the heart of
the Mongolians. We were
embarking on a new chapter
in our relationship with God
and learning to follow His
will. It was a journey that
would bless our lives richly,
expand our hearts and give
us many precious, rewarding
friendships.
GILL NEWHAM

It was a shocking
revelation, but
there was relief
too: relief that
we didn’t have
to keep trying and
that we didn’t need
to keep taking the
initiative in order to

“We are so grateful
to you for all your
hard work, for
your willingness to
endure hardship,
for coming to tell
us about the Lord
and teaching us.”
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EASTERN EUROPE
PERU

YOU MEANT EVIL…
BUT GOD MEANT
IT FOR GOOD!

T

hese incredible words
spoken by Joseph to his
brothers in Gen 50:20
describe perfectly how we
may summarise what has
been going on in Eastern
Europe over the past two
years. The war continues,
and worse may yet be ahead
for the nation as political
chaos and economic collapse
threaten their future, in
addition to the war.
We recently passed the
second anniversary since
the war began. The human
casualties are horrific. But
recounting what God
has done, despite these
great human evils, is quite
breath-taking. Here Joseph’s
personal, and yet theological,
statement to his brothers
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can help us, as we learn
that our sovereign God
can bring good out of bad,
however bad things are. Yet
the truth runs even deeper
still, that God actually
planned and intended the
greater good all along! His
providential ways allowed
even these horrific events
(to Joseph and to the
people of Eastern Europe)
to bring about a greater
glory to his name.
We plan soon, God-willing,
to return to Eastern Europe
to continue our service
there. It seems that God
has opened the door for
this, opening up many
opportunities where we
can serve. Yet not a day of
this last two years has been

wasted. Consider what
the Lord has been doing
through a time of war:

MANY HEARTS HAVE
BEEN OPENED
We cannot count how
many people have been
saved as a direct result of
this war, but it would be
many thousands already.
We know many churches
who have seen Sundays
where 10 or 20 people
have trusted Christ,
frequent baptism services,
and great responses to
literature outreach and
Gospel preaching. God’s
Spirit has been at work,
especially among the 1.6
million refugees and people
in no-man’s-land.

LIFE AND DEATH ARE
ON PEOPLES’ MINDS
Almost everyone knows
someone who is fighting
or has been caught up in
the war. Tens of thousands
of soldiers have been
conscripted and they are
especially aware of how
fragile life is as many of their
colleagues have been killed or
injured. Christian teams are
reaching out courageously to
soldiers on the frontline, and
have found many open to
discussing salvation, wanting
to pray, and many seriously
seeking the Lord.

THE CHURCH HAS
BEEN ENERGISED
TO SERVE
We have always been
blessed by the zeal of
believers here, but now
God has raised up many
with the desire to reach any
they can with the Gospel, as
lives are in the balance. The
way churches have opened
their doors, their hearts,
their kitchens and their
wallets to help refugees,
who have arrived having lost
everything, has won many
hearts to seek the pearl of
greatest price.

THERE IS AN
APPETITE FOR
SERIOUS TRUTH
How often in the West do
we meet someone seriously
seeking the truth? But in
Eastern Europe, amidst so
much propaganda and lies,
many people earnestly want
to find the truth. Dozens
flock into churches, not just

Orphans outreach

for bread but for the Gospel
too. Hundreds of evangelistic
Bible studies have begun
among refugees, soldiers,
injured people, communities in
no-man’s-land, young people
and orphans. Churches have
dozens of new people in them,
so many seeking the truth.

Refugee Bible Study

CHURCHES IN THE
even our unexpected, and
WEST HAVE SHOWN
unwanted, absence has been
LOVING COMPASSION in the wise sovereign plan
Between us we have made a
dozen visits back now over
these two years, each time
taking large amounts of
support and humanitarian aid
given by concerned believers
in the West. The sum of all
the gifts so far totals five times
our usual support levels for
the past two years! These
generous gifts have amazed
us, and we believe have really
glorified the Lord, as churches
in the West have shown
sacrificial love for those in
need. Many have found Christ
directly through these gifts
of compassion. It seems that

of God, so we could help to
raise and take these gifts.
We urgently want the war
to end, so that people can
live in peace and we can
continue reaching out with
the message of Jesus. But we
don’t want the blessings of
war mentioned above to end!
As we return this summer,
will you pray with us, that
God will save many so that
they will know peace with
God, a peace that passes
understanding?
ANDY & TATYANA
Eastern Europe

Churches full of seekers
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SLOVAKIA

GIVING STUDENTS
THE OPPORTUNITY
TO MEET JESUS
THROUGH HIS WORD

A

s I come to the end of
5 years working with
IFES (International
Fellowship of Evangelical
Students) in Slovakia, here
are a few reflections…

STUDENTS ARE
HUNGRY FOR GOD

hearts are hard. But I would
also say that the biggest
challenge that I have faced in
reaching out to non-believers
has not been the hardness of
their hearts, but the lack of
hope and courage in our own
hearts as believers, that stops
us from going to the lost.

When I came to
Slovakia many
people told me,
“Slovakia is hard, God’s not
working here, no one wants
to know about Jesus…” I
would agree that Slovakia,
like most of Europe, is hard.
There is lots of apathy, many
walls in people’s minds built
by years of empty religion,

The student group here in
Košice has had the desire to
reach out to the university for
the past 4 years. But despite
faithfully praying, meeting
together to read the Word
and holding an evangelistic
meeting every now and then,
they’ve really struggled to
actually go to non-believers.
Two years ago a student,

M, came to the group after
finding out about it on the
internet. He wanted to explore
Christianity and thought this
was a good place to do that.
In time he came to trust in
Jesus. This past year God has
used him to push that group
out of their comfort zone and
into the dormitories to meet
students, and talk to them
about Jesus. And to their
surprise, many non-believers
have come to discuss big
questions and to hear what
the Bible has to say about it.
Another student came to trust
Jesus just before Easter.
There are students who are
hungry; we need God to give
us the courage to go to them.

GOD’S WORD
IS POWERFUL
If I were to summarise
the work of IFES in
Slovakia it would be – “Giving
students the opportunity to
meet Jesus through his Word.”
Of course, there’s more that
we do, but that is the heart
of it. That’s where we see
students changed. As we
open up God’s Word together
students’ hearts and minds are
12 SUMMER 2016 I 4 CORNERS

Summer camp

transformed. They start to
see who Jesus really is and are
compelled to follow him.
When I first met S, she was
very confused about the
Gospel. Like most Slovak
students she would identify
herself as Catholic, would
go to church regularly and
had good moral standards.
But she’d never really read
the Bible and didn’t know
Jesus. But week by week she’s
been coming to the group
and opening up God’s Word,
and she’s being transformed.
She’s seen Jesus, she is
captivated by him and wants
to share him with whoever
she meets. That’s what God’s
Word does.

THIS IS GOD’S WORK
AND HE IS FAITHFUL
If you had asked
me 5 years ago
what my goal
for the student movement
in Slovakia was I would
have told you that it was
to have a stable team of
nationals leading the work.
That hasn’t happened yet.
There are definitely more
Slovaks involved in the work,

Presov group studying the Bible

students are more active and
are taking initiatives, and that
is wonderful. But the work is
still fragile and weak in many
ways. There is still so much
to do.

encouragement to me and
especially verse 10, “Be still
and know that I am God; I
will be exalted among the
nations, I will be exalted in
the earth.”

But when I think back over
the past year, I can think of
so many times when we’ve
faced situations and didn’t
have what we needed to face
them. Yet God has worked.
He’s been faithful. Students
have been saved and have
grown in love for Jesus and
their fellow students.

God’s work ultimately
depends on him. He gives
us the privilege of joining in
with what he’s doing. But
when he calls us to move on,
we can have peace. That’s
because we can know that
he is God and that he will
continue his work of calling
people from all nations to
know and worship him.

Over the past year Psalm
46 has been a great

HELEDD JOB
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IRELAND

A NEW CHURCH
IN CASTLEBAR

T

his summer marks
four years since we
moved back to the
west of Ireland. We came
to help start a new church
in the town of Castlebar,
in partnership with Calvary
Mission. We were fresh out
of Bible college, full of ideas,
and excited about settling
down and establishing
a church. We kept our
expectations low: growth is
desperately slow in this part
of the world. After 20 years,
the oldest church in the
Calvary network has still only
a handful of stable Christians
from the local community.
Big Red Bus Castlebar May 2015
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However, God blessed us
beyond our expectations. We
had three missionary couples
helping when meetings
started. God brought along
a few local Christians, and
brought others back to
church after years away.
We have always had regular
attendance, including nonChristians with us each week
listening to the gospel. Yet
there has been constant
change too – in four years
the makeup of our core team
has changed seven times!
Building team unity and a
shared vision has been an
ongoing challenge.

What have we learned along
the way? Firstly, to focus on
the people God gives you.
We spent our formative years
in large churches, and I came
back to Ireland expecting
to set up programmes and
groups. Now if I have one
person interested in engaging
with the Bible, I praise the
Lord, and find something
that works for them, instead
of trying to squeeze them
into an existing mould.
Likewise, our model for
weekly meetings came from
churches with a very different
mix of people. We’ve had
to think hard about tailoring

it to the people we have. At
the same time, we want to
preserve what’s essential,
and ensure that our meetings
are accessible to visitors with
no knowledge of the Bible
or Christian culture. Quite a
balancing act!

between missionaries from
different backgrounds. Yet
teamwork is not optional we wouldn’t still be here if it
wasn’t for wise guidance from
colleagues close by, not to
mention prayer and support
from the UFM family.

Secondly, that understanding
God’s word together is the
only way forward. Imagine
this: you arrange to meet
someone for Bible study. You
prepare to read a passage
together and discuss what it
means. Instead, the person
wants to talk about issues
with little bearing to everyday
life, and quotes ‘proof-texts’
from YouTube videos. Now
I start by thinking together
about how to read the Bible
- it’s been wonderful to see
people starting to read verses
and passages in context and
consider what they mean,
rather than jumping to quick
conclusions.

What are the highlights?
Kids from our street in our
home for weekly Bible Club;
20 people together on a
Saturday morning studying
the Bible; our Thursday
Bible study finally taking off;
someone praying out
loud in church for
the first time; two
non-Christian friends
coming to play music
at our carol service;
long conversations on
doorsteps; toddler group
friends interested in what the
Bible says about life issues;
people reconnecting with

Thirdly, we’ve learned that
we are missionaries after
all. At first we weren’t too
sure. At first missionary
jargon seemed like a foreign
language. What does “home
assignment” mean when
your area of ministry IS
home? What is this “field”
they keep talking about?
(There are plenty of fields in
Mayo, mostly with sheep on
them. Surely that’s not what
they mean?) But we soon
understood that Mayo is a
mission field. The indigenous
church here is tiny, and reliant
on missionaries: within our
network of 6 churches there
are no non-missionary elders
yet. We soon identified,
too, with stories of tensions

Jesus and starting to grow
again through God’s Word.
As we look to the future, what
are our hopes? We long to see
friends and neighbours from
a traditional Irish background
engaging with God’s Word.
It is easy enough to talk
about spiritual things, but
it takes a work of the Spirit
to move people beyond
casual curiosity. We long to
see Christians maturing and
serving. We are blessed to
have servant-hearted people,
but are conscious of the
need to equip them.
A particular need is
for men to share in
leadership. Other
than that, we just keep
going, looking for any
and every opportunity to
bring the light of the Gospel
into people’s lives.
STEPHEN CHILDS

Childs Family May 2016

The Mall Castlebar
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SOUTH AFRICA

CARING FOR ORPHANS
IN THEIR DISTRESS

I

initially came to South
Africa in September 2014
for short term mission
work with the MusaweNkosi
orphan project in Rural
Zululand. Little did I know
how God would use this trip
to change my life!
I was immediately struck
by both the social and
spiritual needs; in South
Africa there are 3.7 million
orphans, a large percentage
of those being from HIV/
AIDs. Children are growing
up without parents and
hope and love. The huge
inequalities that still
permeate all areas of society,
including schooling, housing,
employment and health
care were an overwhelming
shock. Spiritually it is a very
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open, yet needy, country
with a real need for faithful
Bible teachers, discipleship,
training of leaders and
church planting, particularly
in poorer rural communities.
Very soon after arriving I
began to pray about the
possibility of returning longer
term, and how I could be
most helpful in the work
here. In February 2015 I
returned longer term.
MusaweNkosi was started by
Gavin & Elaine Charlton in
2001. They run a children’s
home for orphans and
vulnerable children. The
home houses up to 30
children and currently ages
range from 7-21. They help
run a feeding scheme for

children in the community
who were orphaned or living
in poverty, providing a hot
meal 5 days a week, Bible
lessons and homework help.
I am a qualified primary
school teacher. One of my
responsibilities is to oversee
the education of the children
at the home and co-ordinate
an educational program.
Every year we have overseas’
volunteers. One of their roles
is to help with homework.
It is my responsibility to
oversee the homework they
prepare. At the moment
I am also trying to help
the high school children,
particularly with English.
Most of the children are
behind academically, when
they come to MusaweNkosi.

“The harvest is
plentiful but the
faithful workers
are few.” There are
many open doors
and opportunities
for the Gospel.
They have not completed a
full year of school and, due to
neglect or abuse, often there
are developmental delays
which mean they are behind
educationally. We need to do
a lot of work to help them
through their schooling!
I am also developing a
literacy program at the
local primary school. The
children from the home all
attend the school. It is very
basically equipped, with the
only resources being the
text books. Furthermore,
most teachers would be very
poorly educated and are
not fully equipped to teach.
Education standards are
extremely low and there is
no knowledge or provision
for any learning difficulties.
We are trying to give the
neediest children some
additional help with English
on a one-to-one basis, or
small groups, although we
are only beginning to scratch
the surface.
However, it is not all about
the social needs. We want
to share the gospel and
introduce people to Jesus by
practically demonstrating
his love. Praise God
that a number of
the teenagers at
MusaweNkosi have
been converted
and baptised. The

majority of children come
to Sunday School or Church
Youth Club every week, the
latter which I help to lead.
We have had the opportunity
to run two Holiday Bible
Clubs at the local primary
school, which 200 children
attend. Many have heard the
Gospel for the first time.
Jesus’ words in Matthew
9.37-38 are apt for South
Africa, particularly Zululand,
“The harvest is plentiful
but the faithful workers are
few.” There are many open
doors and opportunities
for the Gospel. There is a
desire to expand the work of
MusaweNkosi. A plot of land
has been purchased with
the possibility of building a
hall for the feeding scheme,
as well as opening another
home and a skills’ training
centre to provide alternative
work training for those who
are not academic. There

is also a desire to develop
some of the buildings at
MusaweNkosi so they can be
used as independent living
accommodation for
the older children,
who will be working,
but who have no
family to return too.
We need godly workers who
love the Lord and will love
the children and community.
We welcome anyone who
is willing to help whether
you are a gap year student,
someone looking for a career
break, retired or seeking the
Lord’s will about future cross
cultural mission work. Anyone
with teaching experience or
who has worked with the
disadvantaged or children
with learning difficulties
would be a particular help.
We are looking and praying
to the Lord of the Harvest to
provide the workers!
EMILY YOUNG
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BORDEAUX

I WILL BUILD MY
CHURCH – IN
BORDEAUX

“A Bible Church in the heart of Bordeaux to glorify
God, to strengthen Christians, to reach anyone
and everyone with the Gospel of Christ.”

I

n 2013 our ministry
was at red traffic lights.
I was burnt out and,
unknowingly, depressed. Pat
had watched, concerned,
as the storm clouds
gathered. Finally, I realised
something was wrong and,
helped wonderfully by the
mission, our denomination,
our home church and
marvellously caring friends,
we embarked on a new
adventure: a sabbatical
of nine months to rest,
recover and to pray the way
forward. “At last”, I thought,
“a chance to embark on
some solid theological study
with a Masters at the end.”
Well that gourd was swiftly
blasted and we began to
walk the streets of Bordeaux,
to visit churches, to talk, to
think and to pray.
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Bordeaux is a beautiful
city in South-West France,
popular especially with
tourists and students for its
rich gastronomy, its mild
climate and the renewal
brought by its dynamic
mayor. We observed
that, like in many cities,
church life was increasingly
suburban and the 220,000
Bordelais, who live in the
heart of the city, were even
more unreached.
An observation became a
concern, which became
a prayer, which became
a burden, which became
a sense of call. To church
plant? At our age? An
International Church? In
the heart of Bordeaux? It
seemed stupid, doomed to
failure. But if not us, then
who? and if not now, when?

We looked at our assets.
Woefully inadequate. We had
a wonderful group of about
10 - 15 who worshipped
in English at our home. We
shared with them the vision
of becoming an international
city-centre Church. Yes! But
we had no place to meet.
This is a huge problem in
France, and even more so in
the big cities. Then a friend
suggested that we consider
meeting at their restaurant,
Dan, which was always
closed on Sundays. We went
along for lunch one day and
I surreptitiously counted the
chairs. 30. That would do for
now but it didn’t give much
scope. However, it was in
a super place. What about
personnel? Church planting
needs “a couple of couples”.
Well, that we didn’t have,

but we trusted God to open
all the doors in his time. Then
our ministry needed to be on
a better financial footing if we
were to imagine a long-term
project in France. We sold
our house and rented a super
little flat. Meanwhile some
supporting churches worked
with the mission to review our
finances to the point that we
could embark on another ten
years in France.
We discussed together the
principles on which we would
work. The focus would be
on prayer, Bible truth and
meaningful fellowship. The
goal would be to present
everyone perfect in Christ. We
would welcome anyone and
everyone. With God’s help
we would be “a Bible Church
in the heart of Bordeaux to
glorify God, to strengthen
Christians, to reach anyone
and everyone with the Gospel
of Christ.”

reflection and prayer, James
Hammond settled with us
and has become a great
help in the work. Since then
another British couple, Peter
and Alison Kennelly from
Open Air Campaigners, have
arrived in Bordeaux to do
street evangelism, and they
are also a great help. Other
developments have included
English conversation classes
held just before the service,
and each time some people
stay to hear the Gospel
preached.
But the work isn’t without
problems. We’re often
full! We started looking for
alternative meeting places.
Meanwhile, we asked people
to pray that Dan would
be so successful that they

would have to move to larger
premises. Then just before
Christmas 2015 our friend
came to the service and said,
“We have something to tell
you. We have decided to open
a second restaurant, much
bigger, in the next street, so
even more people can come.”
Challenges remain. A
stable membership. Elders.
Registering as a church (Law
1905). But all in good time,
step by step. And in all that
has happened thus far we
have had the impression
of simply being deeply
committed observers of
something that Jesus himself
is doing, just as he promised,
“I will build my church.”
ALAN DAVEY

At Easter 2014 we began a
trial run up till June. There
were limitations. No room
for a piano or to move the
tables. In that case we’d sit
around tables and sing to
MP3 files or to guitars. There
were challenges. Some folk
came whose English was
very limited. So we began to
worship bilingually, singing
and reading in both languages
and giving short summaries
of the major sermon points
in French. At our review in
June 2014 everyone was
convinced. Bordeaux Church
was permanent.
In September 2014 a
Canadian missionary arrived
in Bordeaux to work with
university students. After
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BOLOGNA

A NEW CULTURE

B

ologna is home to one
of the world’s oldest
universities which this
year celebrates 900 years
of existence. Lots of time to
develop a culture. Budrio,
about 10 miles NE of the
city, is a well-organized,
ancient town, home of
the ocarina. Though it is
a couple of hundred years
younger it, too, has its own
unique culture.
Our region, Emilia Romagna,
is known as a ‘red’ region.
Religion is generally not
central to society. Civil
marriages far outnumber
traditional religious ones.
Church-going is for a
minority and “commonsense” is often seen as the
best guide for Christians.
And so this post-Catholic,
post-left-wing, globalised
and secularised society has
its own distinctive culture.
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Over 18 months ago, Annette
and I moved from Sicily to
Budrio to join Stefano and
Jenny Mariotti (EMF) in
church-planting here. We
also moved here to have a
wider ministry in the Bologna
metropolitan area and further
afield where Impatto (Acts 29
in Italy) is developing.
It has been an interesting 18
months. Lots of encouraging
signs. Lots of challenges. In
short, our growing conviction
is that what is needed is a
new culture. Let me explain.
Locally we agreed to work
strategically and enter into
the social fabric of the local
community. We have seen
the practice of Gospel-values
as key to creating platforms
for proclamation. Lots of
great relationships with local
authorities and key people
around the town have
resulted in conversations and

ongoing contacts. Some have
become truly significant as,
slowly, several are embracing
a Gospel they previously
ignored. It is exciting to see
how an awareness of the
Gospel seems to be impacting
different people. But it
remains a slow process. The
Gospel is radically countercultural. In relationships, in
the redefinition of personal
priorities, in choices across the
spectrum, in living as families,
in coping with pressures and
life in general. A new culture,
shaped by the Gospel which
changes everything.
But all of that is not only for
the ‘new’. Also, for seasoned
Christians, who all too
quickly slip into old ways,
creating comforting habits,
lowering the standards and
expectations, who easily live
in the light of a self-defined
culture, rather than the new

culture. Where missional is
uncomfortable, community
is a challenge, identity is
defined by performance and
common-sense is an easy,
though ineffectual substitute
for the Gospel. But that is
not just others, that is us
too. And so in this churchplanting experience we,
too, make a deliberate daily
choice to see a new culture
develop and emerge.
And that is not needed only
in Budrio, but in Bologna
too and in Gospel-work
throughout the country.

We need to pray and work
to see a new culture.
What a tremendous
encouragement, though,
when someone says, “My
world has been turnedupside down”. When
someone else comments:
“My friends are saying: how
is it you’re so calm
– what’s changed?”
When churches slowly,
one degree at a time,
are moving towards
redefining, in the light
of God’s Word, their
own culture. Where

reformation is ongoing,
mission is central rather
than peripheral.
As we work locally, as we
invest in the lives of people,
as we share of ourselves, we
see the challenge, but we
are also, oh, so encouraged
to see glimmers of hope,
the Gospel moving into the
centre and a new culture
emerging. In Budrio – in
Bologna – in Italy.
JONATHAN AND
ANNETTE GILMORE
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CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

MIGRATION AND
MISSION IN CENTRAL
AND EASTERN EUROPE

I

n the town of Osijek,
Croatia, from 10-13 May
2016, thirty people of
thirteen different nationalities
met together to discuss
migration and mission
in the context of Central
and Eastern Europe. These
people worked in at least
twelve different nations from
Kyrgyzstan in the northeast
to Bulgaria in the south. We
also had a visiting professor
of Mission Studies from South
Africa with us (Professor
Kritzinger). They were from
nine different Protestant and
Orthodox denominations.
Participants were practitioners
of mission, doctoral students
in missiology, lecturers in the
area of missiology or others
with an interest in missions.
This meeting of the Central
and Eastern European
Association for Mission Studies
(CEEAMS), that is a branch of
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the International Association
for Mission Studies, was
hosted by the Evangelical
Theological School (ETS) in
Osijek. The current president
of CEEAMS is Dorottya Nagy
who was born in Romania,
studied in Hungary, and
now teaches Missiology in
Amsterdam at the Protestant
Theological University and
lives in Finland! The CEEAMS
journal, Acta Missiologiae,
addresses both academic and
practical issues of mission
related to this region.
The theme of the program
was: ‘Green Pastures? Human
Mobility and Christian
Communities in Central and
Eastern Europe’ and was
chaired by Anne Marie Kool
who also teaches at ETS.
Professor Kritizinger gave the
opening address: ‘Migration
and racism: A Missiological
Foundation’. Other talks

included reports on practical
work among migrants in
Central and Eastern Europe,
new NGO’s that have started
up to deal with migrants, or
issues related to particular
groups of migrants, such as
the Roma. A couple presented
mission as understood by the
Romanian Orthodox Church.
There is much to learn in such
a setting and this brings me to
the points in the meeting that
I found particularly relevant
to my setting in Bulgaria.
In both Central and Eastern
Europe there have been two
recent waves of migration;
the first beginning in 1989
after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
This movement was outward,
towards ‘the West’, as young
educated adults took advantage
of newly opened borders
to seek work, a new kind of
life or opportunities to study
abroad. It was accompanied

by a small movement in
the opposite direction of
investors, entrepreneurs,
tourists or students (and not
a few missionaries) exploring
possibilities in Eastern Europe.
The second wave began to
build to a peak in 2014 as a
result of war in the Middle
East; many of whom were
refugees from Syria and
Afghanistan who have been
moving north through the
Balkans. The latter came to an
abrupt halt in the late spring
of 2016, when borders began
to close.
Participants shared how
their countries worked hard
to enlarge government
facilities and how Christian
organizations set up new
NGO’s to help integrate
newcomers; but all these
efforts were soon to
disappoint and many have
closed down completely, as
it has become apparent few
migrants wish to stay in this
region. For example, a news
report in early May stated
that 4,500 refugees entered
Bulgaria in the first four
months of the year of which
about only 700 remained
when the borders closed
in April. These are largely
newcomers who have entered
the country illegally, many
from Afghanistan, plus a few
returned from other countries
or those without funds or
contacts to help smuggle
them northwards, most
desiring to reach Germany.
Another result of this
situation, less discussed in the
media, but which may yet
have serious repercussions,
is that the flow of migrants
from Muslim, Roma or Arab

backgrounds has provided
right wing political parties in
Central and Eastern Europe
with considerable material for
stoking racism and hostility to
these and other local ethnic
minorities, all in the name
of nationalism, ‘protection
of borders’ or ‘safety from
terrorists’ etc. These slogans
are particularly effective in
Central and Eastern Europe
due to the isolation of
these countries during the
Communist period, resulting
in little exposure to ‘others’
and therefore ignorance
of those different from
themselves. ‘Evangelicals’
have become one such
misunderstood minority.

Commandment.” On the
positive side, both in Central
and Eastern Europe and
Western Europe, since God
has been moving people to
us, we don’t have far to ‘go’
to find those to whom we
need to show love.

One definition of racism
(summarized here, and an
issue I am deeply familiar
with in Bulgaria) is: a
deep sense of innate and
unchangeable differences
that justifies or validates
exclusion, misrepresentation,
exploitation or oppression of
others. On the other hand, as
Professor Kritzinger said, “…
when one human being can
look into the face of another
and say ‘This is my sister’ or
‘This is my brother’ then the
night is over and the day has
begun.” Several presentations
brought up the challenge
we face as a result of racism
“to move from the Great
Commission to the Great

This is how I see it: Job says:
“He makes nations great and
destroys them; he enlarges
nations and disperses them.
He deprives the leaders of
the earth of their reason; he
makes them wander in a
trackless waste.” (Job 12:2325) And Paul says, “The God
who made the world and
everything in it is the Lord of
heaven and earth…From one
man he made all the nations,
that they should inhabit the
whole earth; and he marked
out their appointed times in
history and the boundaries
of their lands. God did this so
that they would seek him and
perhaps reach out for him and
find him...” (Acts 17:24-27)
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NEWS BITES

THANK YOU JOHN-MARK
John-Mark Teeuwen completed his time as
our Director on 30 April. Matthew Evans,
our Council Chairman writes, “The Council
wants to put on record our deep gratitude to
John-Mark for all that he has brought to UFM,
both as Director and, previously, as Assistant
Director. Under his leadership the mission has continued to
grow. We have all been blessed, individually and as a mission,
by his many gifts and we are sure he will find new areas of
fruitful ministry in the future. We commend John-Mark and Ros,
Danielle and James to your prayers. Until a new appointment is
made, William has agreed to be Acting Director. Please pray for
him with the extra responsibilities this will involve.”

WHATS ON
Family Conference
1-5 August at Horsley Park,
Leatherhead, Surrey
Bible Ministry: Richard
Underwood (FIEC)
This conference is open to
all interested in knowing
more about UFM.
For more information
contact debbie@ufm.org.uk
Annual General Meeting
4 August at Horsley Park at
5pm (Family Conference)
Belfast Autumn
Conference
Immanuel Bap Ch, Lisburn
12 October 2016 at 7.30pm
Speaker: Hicham

N.I. Regional Conferences
for church leaders
“Thinking globally, acting locally”
Speakers Hicham (UFM) and
Avril (AWM/PIONEERS)
10th October at High Kirk
Presbyterian Church,
Ballymena at 7.30pm
12th October at Emmanuel Baptist
Church, Lisburn at 7.30pm
13th October at Omagh Baptist
Church at 7.30pm
For more information contact
gillian@ufm.org.uk
Glasgow Thanksgiving Evening
Trinity Possil & Henry Drummond
Church, Glasgow, G22 6SR
7th October 2016 at 7.30pm

COMINGS

GOINGS

June
5 Lauren Birney from to UK
10	Michael & Rachel Prest
to UK
14 Sue Trenier to UK
26 Ann McClean to UK
29 Ruth Duffin to UK
30	Jonathan & Clare Skipper
to UK

June
1-30 Sarah Hickey to Ivory Coast
12 -22 William to Brazil

July
13	Becca Jones to UK
Dan and Jo Hastings to UK
30 Simon & Victoria to UK
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