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Welcome to our December issue of UFM 

Connect! This month we are featuring the 

De la Hoyde family, who are getting used 

to life in Paris as a family.  Elsa (10), Jethro 

(nearly 9), Zachary (7) and Owen (5), 

moved there from Yorkshire, with their 

parents Del and Laura, in July 2015 to help 

with church planting. 

Listening to Christian music has really helped me: 

my favourite singer is Jamie Grace, especially her 

album "One Song at a Time". I sometimes listen to 

her songs if I feel sad and it encourages me to 

trust Jesus again. 

Are there things that you really miss? 

I miss where we used to live because I want to 

do all our normal Christmassy things in Yorkshire. 

Sometimes it just feels tiring everything being 

different and I just want everything to be the 

same for a moment! 

Happy Christmas! 

Elsa answers some questions: 

What were the biggest changes about moving to 

France? 

Speaking French! We go to a normal French state 

school with just a few hours a week of English. So I 

am learning French as we go along. To begin with I 

didn't understand a single word, but now I 

understand quite a lot. Daddy helps me with my 

French in the evenings. It felt really hard when I 

didn't understand anything but I am learning that if 

I don't understand the words I can usually figure it 

out. We get homework every single night and we 

have to do lots of memorising lessons, which we 

never had to do in England. My teacher is really 

nice though, and after 6                     

weeks I started to get 

used to the way of doing 

things here. I can do 

some of my homework 

on my own now. :-)  

You can pray for me 

as we are already 

having to look at 

high schools for me 

for next year: I really 

want to go to the lo-

cal high school with 

my friends, so you 

could pray that the 

school system would 

let me do that, and 

also that I would pick 

up French quickly. 
Elsa doing homework (she spends 

a LOT of time doing this!) 

Book Review 

by Elsa and Jethro 
 

We recommend a series 

of books called "The 

Quest for Truth" by 

Brock Eastman. There 

are currently 4 books in 

the series but there will 

be 5. The first book is 

called Taken. It is about 

4 siblings called Oliver, 

Tiffany, Austin and Mason. Their parents get 

captured and they find themselves on a dangerous 

journey to find their parents and defeat the bad 

guys which are called the Übel and the Corsairs. 

They discover a very important Truth along the 

way. We love it because it has so many twists and 

turns, and we don't want to give away too much! 



Feedback and submissions are welcome! Please send your ideas and contributions to Rosalind at rosalind@ufm.org.uk 

me here because we just have to sit quietly and 

copy off the board and we never get to work 

together. And when people are naughty they 

have to stand and just look at the wall, which is 

very different than in England and it sometimes 

makes me upset when it happens to my friends. 

I quite often feel sad in church on a Sunday 

because I miss my old church and all our old 

friends, and I don't really understand the words. 

I am really sad that we aren't allowed to talk about 

Jesus at all at school, and there isn't a allowed to 

be a nativity play! 

Please pray for me to settle down at school where I 

have had lots of different teachers and I often feel 

a bit sad about going to school. 
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I started school for the first 

time here in France, so I don't 

know any different! But I 

don't mind everything being 

in French, and I don't always 

know which language 

people are speaking.  
 

At the moment I don't speak 

French really except when 

no one is listening and I'm 

just with my French friends! 

I stay for cantine once a 

week and we have 4 

courses!! I eat stuff I have 

never had before and I love 

it. One day I will eat rabbit at the cantine, I wonder 

what it will taste like! I really want to try snails, too. 
 

I am still in Maternelle this year so it feels a lot like 

English school: we call our teacher by her first 

name and sit around tables or play and its really 

fun.  
 

I get tired a lot, as I sort of live at the same pace as 

my older siblings, so please pray for me in that. I am 

also still very little, so please pray I will do some 

growing soon and reassure the doctors that there 

isn't anything wrong with me! 

I thought that moving would 

be really hard, and I felt quite 

sad and grumpy in the 

months before we moved, but I 

have really enjoyed it! I am 

especial ly enjoying the 

challenge of learning a new 

language. Luckily I have lots of 

friends at school. At the 

moment I am feeling a bit tired 

and grumpy again and we 

aren't sure why.  
 

What do you like most about living here? 

I like my friends, because they are nice and fun. I 

like our grown up neighbours because they are 

friendly. My teacher is really lovely and has boys 

herself who are a bit like me so we get on really 

well. Our new house has lots of places to play 

football and ride my bike and make up new sports 

like Lanceball and Rallyball so I am happy! Our new 

church has really lively singing which I really really 

like and people clap and dance quite often which I 

really enjoy.  

You can pray for me that I would trust Jesus when I 

sin instead of just feeling very sad about it, and that 

I would be better at obeying Mummy and Daddy 

which I find really hard sometimes because I get so 

distracted. 

Jethro 

Zachary  

Moving was tough for me because I had lovely 

friends and I miss them! I don't have as many 

friends here in France but the ones I do have are 

really funny. 

I have been to the sea life centre which is just 

around the corner and it was really fun!  

My favourite foods in France is Mummy's new 

chocolate tart which she made for Thanksgiving, 

and the quiches Mummy makes on 

Tuesday lunchtime. 

We come home for 

2 hours every 

lunchtime and it's 

really fun! We don't 

bring our school 

bags so it's the best 

part of the day with 

no homework!! :-) 

School is harder for 

We were sad when the terrorist 

attacks happened. Some of our 

friends live right where it 

happened. We feel worried when 

we think about the next time 

Daddy will have to go into Paris, 

so you could pray for us to stay 

safe and for us all to trust God and 

know that he is kind and good!   

When we moved we brought our dressing up! (Zac and Owen)  

Walking to school with big bags! 

We went out for ice 
cream to celebrate the 
end of our first term in 

October. (Jethro)  

Owen 


