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HUMILITY AND
WORK OF GOD
Philippians 2:12-18

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3

I

t was a joy to be together
with so many from UFM
at Family Conference.
Rachel and I always love
being there and have often
been struck by a tone
of humility among the
missionaries and supporters.
Much has been made of
Christ, much less of those
sharing about what God has
been doing through them.
As UFM continues to grow
and develop it would be so
easy for that tone of humility
to be lost. As we rightly
give ourselves to develop
structures and staff teams,
there’s a great danger we
look in and not out, and that
we make more of ourselves
than we do of our Saviour.
At conference we were
reminded from Philippians
of the place of humility in
the life of the Christian.
When it comes to humility,
we’re to have the same
attitude as Christ. So, in a
world that tells you to make
something of yourself, Jesus
says make yourself nothing;
in a world that says get
yourself some status, Jesus
says make yourself a servant;
in a world that says it’s all
about you, Jesus says, “No,
it’s all about me.”

In response to Christ’s
humility in taking on human
flesh and becoming obedient
to death, even death on a
cross, God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him
the name that is above every
name.
But what of our response
to Christ’s humility? In
Philippians 2:12-18 Paul
says that, in response to
Christ’s humility, we’re to be
active in humble submission.
“Therefore, my dear friends,
as you have always obeyed
– not only in my presence,
but now much more in my
absence – continue to work
out your salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God
who works in you to will and
to act, according to his good
purpose.” (Phil 2:12-13)
My eldest son Ben is just
starting to get into Lego and
for his birthday last month
he was given a couple of
sets. He loves them! He
received them as a gift. He
didn’t earn them, he was
simply presented with them.
Now he could have just left
them on the shelf; he could
have admired the pictures
on the boxes from time to
time. Or, he had another
choice which was to crack
the boxes open, to read
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the instructions and to play
with the models. And that, of
course, is exactly what he did.
When he got stuck, I was there
to help. Sometimes when it
was going wrong, I’d leave
him to it, so he could learn
from his mistakes, and at other
times I’d step in and help sort
out the problems.
In some small sense, that’s the
dynamic in verses 12-13 when
Paul writes about our salvation.
Because there are two things
going on here. There is God’s
work in giving us salvation;
and, then, there is our work to
work out our salvation.
Whilst faith in Christ is of
course a precious gift (Phil
1:29), the Christian life is not
a passive pursuit. We’re to
work out our obedience to
Christ, we’re to live out our
allegiance to him.
And just like a 4-year-old lad
wouldn’t think twice about
opening up his box of Lego
to work on it, to play with it,
to explore it and to enjoy it,
so as Christians our natural
inclination must be to work out
this precious salvation that’s
been won for us. To grow in
knowledge, to delve into God’s
riches, to pursue godliness, to
work at relationships, to prize
humility and to live for eternity.

God’s work. Our work
It’s so important we hold
these two things together in
active submission. That is, we

submit to God’s work in our
lives and we actively pursue
Christian growth in that
life. When you stop to think
about it, that mix is both
wonderfully comforting and
incredibly challenging. Sinclair
Ferguson puts it like this,
“We’re to work out salvation in
our lives in the confidence that
God is always at work in us to
achieve that goal.”
Incredibly, Paul reminds us
(v13) that this work God
is doing in our lives, is all
wrapped up in his good
purposes. You get the same
sense back in 1:6; that “he
who began a good work in us
will bring it to completion.”
Perhaps you need reminding
of that. The painful, refining
work of God in your life – it’s a
good work.
Two years ago, we’d just come
back from Indonesia. It was
such a difficult time. I don’t
think I got through a single
session at Family Conference
without the tears flowing. We’d
invested so much, as many
others have done, to be in our
place of service. We longed
to be there, we saw the need,
we felt the burden, God was
opening the doors, yet because
of illness it seemed God was
bringing us back home.
I remember not long before
the UFM Conference looking at
the lever arch files I’d brought
back home with me. They
were filled with the notes

for the courses I’d written
at the Bible college, topics
like evangelism, mission and
preaching. I’d pored over
every word in my developing
Indonesian language. I’d had
them checked word for word
by my language helper. I’d
taught them each only once
or twice and as I looked at all
that work, at all that unrealised
potential, I remember thinking
to myself, what was the point
of all of that?
God was doing a painful work
in my heart at that time. And
yet I look back and see it was
a good work. God wanted to
teach me to be more like him.
He wanted to help me to work
out my salvation with fear and
trembling. He was humbling
me because there was too
much pride in my heart.
Friends, perhaps God is doing
a painful work in your heart
during these days. As hard
as it might be to accept,
praise God it’s a good work
that he’s doing. He’s doing it
because he loves you and he’s
demonstrated that love, hasn’t
he? Christ became obedient to
death, even death on a cross.
And so, by faith we continue
to work out our salvation. We
go on. We press on. And we
do so by his
grace, active
in humble
submission.
MICHAEL
PREST
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EASTERN EUROPE

‘HOUSE OF GRACE’ –
A HAVEN OF HOPE

W

e serve in a land
now in its fifth
year of war. This
is a profile of some of our
ministry partners who serve
very close to the war zone,
running an inspirational home
orphanage which is a haven
of hope amidst a sea of need.
Their stories are incredible
testimonies of God’s power to
save the broken.

Maxim
Born with 2 clubfeet, like his
disabled mother, Maxim was
“supposed” to never walk,
but spend the rest of his life
in a wheelchair. As his father
was a violent drunk, Maxim
was eventually given up to
be brought up by a believing
grandmother. He didn’t want
to live and had lost all hope,
but his grandmother read the
Bible with him and pointed
him to Jesus. He trusted Christ
when he was 16. Though he
still battles daily
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pain, by God’s grace and
miraculous power he walks,
drives and has never sat in a
wheelchair!
It’s impossible not to like
Maxim. His smile is warm, his
heart is huge, his compassion
knows no bounds and he
never writes anyone off. He
believes passionately that
prayer moves mountains, so
with every difficulty they face
he responds: “So, we need to
pray!”
Maxim seeks to reach every
orphan he can with the hope
of Christ. Every week he
organises visits into difficult
orphanages and institutions to
take food, toiletries, to teach
life skills and speak about his
Saviour to those who have
nothing and no-one. When
Max speaks in such places
(we have seen this close-up)
everyone listens! His love and
gentleness commands respect.
He always spends some

time with every individual,
listens, answers questions and
promises to pray.

Lyena
While Maxim is quiet and
considered, Lyena is a volcano
of a personality erupting with
energy and fire! She speaks
everything she thinks and loves
to talk about what God has
done for her. We’ve noticed
that even the big, strong
teenage boys from rough
backgrounds do exactly what
she asks – they wouldn’t dare
mess with Lyena!
Lyena ran away from home
in 1995, aged 8. Her mother
was a drunk, so she decided
she was safer living alone on
the streets. She lived down a
man-hole at the train station
for almost 7 years, stole food,
joined a gang, got into drugs
and into trouble with the law.
To this day she battles serious
health issues from years of
abuse. Eventually, in 2007,

she was arrested and sent to
prison for 3 years, where she
noticed the compassion of
an older Christian lady who
regularly visited to give food
and clothes to the prisoners.
She heard about Jesus from
those Christian visitors and
trusted Christ in prison.
On her release, Lyena had
nowhere to go (her mother
had died, and the house had
been burned down) so the
Christian lady took her in and
took her to church, where
she met Maxim. Their love
blossomed almost as fast as
their shared vision to reach
as many other orphans as
they could with the same
good news of Jesus that had
rescued their lives. In almost
every sentence she speaks
you can hear Lyena say,
“Praise the Lord!”

House of Grace
Once married, Maxim and
Lyena adopted 6 teenage
orphan boys – difficult
cases with special needs;
those with nowhere else to
go! Everyone thought they
were crazy. When the war
began in 2014 they began
the ‘House of Grace’ in a
newly-evacuated house less
than 1km from the front line
of the war. “God will protect

us,” they said – and he has.
They now also have 4 young
kids of their own – the oldest
just starting school. In their
family everyone finds a home,
with Jesus as the head, with
loving care, Bible reading
and prayer as a part of every
day’s routine.
The difference Jesus has
made in the orphan boys’
lives is incredible. They
understand now what love
is and have learned to trust
again. They use their gifts,
can plant a garden, cook,
budget and care for children.
But most of all, they have
learned the all-sufficiency of
Jesus and the joy of being his
child. Some have moved on
now and other orphans have
taken their place. So far all
but one have trusted Christ
and been baptised. Most
now go with Maxim back
into the institutions to tell
others about Jesus.
Tragically Maxim and Lyena
lost their 5th baby this year.
On the day of delivery Viktoria
died from complications, yet
Lyena still thanked God for
giving her even such a short
life. Each week Lyena reaches
out to single teenage mums
on the streets, taking aid and
nappies, and sharing the
gospel.

Please pray for this needy
ministry of compassion. They
are currently putting a new
roof on the house, helped by
some of your support. We
channel gifts all year round to
this work, including shoeboxes at Christmas. Pray that
the thousands of fatherless
here will come to know how
much our heavenly Father
cares for them every day.
ANDY & TATYANA,
EASTERN EUROPE

“When I grow up
I’ll try to adopt an
orphan if I can…
because if everyone
in the world will
do that, then the
number of orphans
will shrink a lot!”
Natasha’s perspective,
aged 11
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TURKEY

OUR EARLY DAYS
IN TURKEY

I

n April 2016, we arrived
in Istanbul to spend two
years focusing on learning
the Turkish language and
culture with the longer-term
plan of working alongside
a national church in a
smaller city elsewhere in the
country. Our time in Turkey
so far has stretched us in
ways we never anticipated
but throughout all the
ups and downs, God has
continually shown his
faithfulness to us.
One of the biggest
challenges for us has been
navigating bureaucratic
systems and new processes
with minimal language
ability, at least at the start.
Just to live in a foreign
country seems to require
significant time and effort –
and the type of effort that
does not make fascinating
reading in a prayer update.
Sometimes we haven’t been
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sure whether to laugh or
cry! But while we’ve been
learning (and re-learning)
patience and humility,
God has provided for us
throughout every single
bureaucratic process we’ve
gone through.

culture. For example, finding
uninterrupted time to read
the Bible and pray when
you’ve got small children
who don’t sleep through the
night, or living in a place
that would not have been
your first choice.

A different type of challenge
has been living in a country
that has been under a
shadow since the attempted
coup in July 2016. We
continue to hold on to
the truths that our God is
a God of justice, that the
nations are like dust on a
scale to him and we pray
that God would use recent
and ongoing events to bring
many Turks to Christ.

And yet, without overromanticising it, we have
come to love Turkey
and the Turkish people.
Somewhere between a
serving of homemade içli
köfte (meatballs encased
in a bulgur wheat dough)
and a teenage boy in an
underground metro station
warning us that our baby
would get cold without
a hat, we have come to
care very deeply about
this country. We’ve been
excited to hear reports of
more Turks investigating the
claims of Christ and some
deciding to follow Jesus and
be baptised, and of churches
being planted and growing.

Missionaries are not superhumans either and some of
our challenges have been
the exact ones that many
Christians in the UK face,
albeit we experience them
while living in a different

There’s a lot more to be
done but God is at work
here!
We’ve been encouraged in
our language learning too.
While realising that we will
never finish learning Turkish
and still feeling hopelessly
incompetent sometimes,
we’ve made sufficient
progress that L has been
able to start preaching
(using a full script) in Turkish
and H has been teaching
Sunday school.

“We pray that God
would use recent
and ongoing events
to bring
many Turks
to Christ.”
We have seen countless
answers to prayer – some
big, some small, some
very practical, some more
intangible. A few examples
include: being able to
make good progress in
language learning; a Turkishspeaking church to worship
with while we’ve been in
Istanbul; good physical
health and safety; clear

guidance from God when
we were considering where
to move to; and a peace and
contentment that, despite
uncertain times in Turkey
over the last couple of years,
we are where God wants
us to be. We’ve come to
appreciate God’s sovereignty
in a deeper way; if we didn’t
believe that God is sovereign
over every circumstance and
every detail, we wouldn’t
be able to survive living in
Turkey.
Our ministry is entering a
new phase now as we move
to a much smaller city in

the middle of the country
(with a population of ‘only’
1 million) to work alongside
a national church, while L
also finds secular work. The
church is relatively small, the
only Turkish-speaking church
in what is a fairly religiously
conservative city, but the
Turkish pastor and the
church have a deep desire to
see the church grow and the
gospel spread. We are sad
to be leaving Istanbul and
the friends and community
we’ve enjoyed but ready and
excited to be moving on to
our new city and partnering
with the church there.
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ITALY
PERU

A NEW CULTURE!

A

fter a few years
in northern Italy,
we have moved
‘home’ to Sicily. Here I
grew up, here my parents
laboured. Palermo is the
2018 Italian ‘Capital of
Culture’. And what a feast
of richness in this city,
capital of Sicily, with over
1 million inhabitants in the
metropolitan area, defined
my many as ‘the most
conquered’ of world cities.
Coming home, yes, but
still being shocked by the
‘culture’. There are the car
horns. Every excuse seems
good to show theirs off!
Even where there is no
remote need for a blaring
noise, still they insist on
making themselves heard.
Culture. Quiet table in the
cafe, no-one nearby. Time
for a quiet coffee. We head
for it, then, shortly after, so
does everyone else. After all,
close, noisy community is
everything! Culture.
Yet beyond these superficial
idiosyncrasies there is a
deeper culture. Losing face
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must be avoided at all costs.
Since weakness will be
crushed I, therefore, must
be strong and not let myself
be trampled by anyone.
Respect is what I demand
everyone to show me. I’m
central, no-one else. Culture.
Moved back to the new
challenges and opportunities
of a large city like Palermo,
we are increasingly
reminded and convinced of
the extraordinary relevance
of the gospel. The ‘cultural’
context here needs a
thoroughly gospel-centred
response. The gospel, in
fact, is visible in the beauty
of culture, in subtle shadows
of culture or by its very
absence – in the stench of
evil culture. Yet, whether
by obvious presence, subtle
shadow or tragic absence –
it is always the gospel that
stands out to us.
In Palermo we are struck
by the fact that 55,000
university students are really
crying out for the gospel.
Not that they know it, not
that they are aware that is

their real need, but in reality
every move they take points
to their desperate need
for the greater story. For a
new culture. For something
which redefines their
spiritual outlook, but also
how they study and plan
and live and enjoy. And that
is precisely what the gospel
of Jesus does. It defines and
redefines. It creates a new
culture.
So here we are. LifeHope
is a new church-plant for
Palermo. Our aim and
desire is to reach out to this
generation. Not just the
young, mind you, but those
who are part of this day,
who live in a contemporary
world and who need to be
reached today. We start out
as two couples – us and
Andrea and Sheila Crocivera.
At the heart of our vision to
see a gospel-centred church
planted in this great city
is the opportunity among
university students.
We have already begun
to connect and informally
gather several unchurched

contacts, keen to explore the
gospel, some dechurched
who have had some
experience of a church, but
have since checked-out (for
a range of reasons) and a
few local churched friends
who are keen to support
the launching of this new
gospel-venture. We are
committed to respond to
the culture with the gospel.
Central is God’s word which
we will be expounding
faithfully and relevantly. But
we also want to see healthy
gospel-centred community,
and generosity as well as a
holistic emphasis on blessing
the city.
In other words we are
longing, dreaming and
working towards a new
culture – a gospel-culture. As
we begin gathering regularly
we are praying for others
to join us and for others to
come and help us!
More broadly, throughout
the country there are
encouraging signs of new
passion and vigour among
a growing generation of

Christians who want to
drill deep and reach wide.
Impatto (Acts 29 in Italy), a
growing family of churchplanting churches with which
we are massively involved, is
committed to do all it can to
be a part of this movement.
On a personal level we
are also amazed by how
many significant pastoral
relationships we are having
and in them all the gospelculture, the real answer for
Italy, is at the centre. For
more information:
www.lifehope.it and
www.impattoitalia.org/
about-impatto
JONATHAN GILMORE
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UGANDA

GOD’S TREASURES AT
NEW HOPE UGANDA

“We have this treasure in jars of clay to show
that this all-surpassing power is from God and
not from us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7)

T

“

reasures in Jars of
Clay” is one of the
projects at New Hope
Uganda, working with
children and young people
with special needs and
disabilities. Many people see
these children as worthless
and useless, a burden on
their families, their bodies
affected by cerebral palsy,
brain and spinal injuries,
genetic disorders, and other
difficulties. But in the eyes
of our heavenly Father, they
are all precious and valuable
treasures, uniquely created
in his image, fearfully and
wonderfully made by him.

deformity and disease, God
has given these youngsters
a fighting spirit. There are
many remarkable stories as
God reveals his glory and
power through them. Some
have contagious smiles and
laughs that exude joy and
light up a room. Several
are gentle and caring,
wanting to help and serve
others despite their own
limitations. During praise
and worship, one girl with
a beautiful voice leads the
singing. The faces of others
light up as they hear the
voices of those around them
worshipping God.

Despite the brokenness
and frailty of their physical
bodies, hindered by pain,

Life for these children
isn’t easy though. Some
can’t move by themselves,
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needing a wheelchair to
move from A to B, and are
totally dependent for all
their needs. Others are able
to walk in a fashion, but
each step takes effort and
determination. Out in the
community, other children
are teased and taken
advantage of because of
their learning difficulties.
Six children with disabilities
live in one of the family
groups at New Hope
Uganda. Another 15 children
live with their families, and
join the Treasures school
class each day. Other
children and families in
the wider community are
supported through monthly
group-sessions and home
visits. Many of these children
are in desperate need of
therapy, equipment, and
help in order to reach their
God-given potential. God
is enabling me to use my

skills as a physiotherapist
to help them – by doing
stretches and exercises,
getting them well-supported
in wheelchairs, comfortably
positioned during the day
and night, and helping their
parents and carers to do
these things too. Each week,
with the help of a translator
I also share God’s Word with
the Treasures class through
simple multi-sensory Bible
stories.
It is encouraging to see
children making progress:
as one learns to hold her
head up, another begins
to interact with his peers,
one girl learns to crawl,
and another takes her first
steps. These small steps of
progress are significant, and
we rejoice and are thankful
to God for the things
he enables each child to
achieve.

It is hard, however, to see
children who aren’t making
progress: to helplessly
watch one boy gradually
regress and lose skills and
abilities and to see children
struggling every day with
pain, reflux, fits and other
medical problems. In
weakness and helplessness,
God shows the sufficiency of
his grace, and his presence,
provision and power. As
the Lord said to Paul, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect
in weakness.” (2 Cor 12:9)
Sometimes he graciously
and miraculously provides
equipment that can help
specific children. Other
times it’s through the
presence of a visiting doctor
who can advise and help
with the children’s complex
medical needs. When a child
finishes their fight here on
earth, God’s peace fills and

surrounds those of us left
behind.
Suffering is difficult to
experience, and also hard to
observe. Both experiencing
and observing exposes our
helplessness, making us
depend on God and lean on
him for strength. Through it
God reveals his faithfulness
and more of his love, grace
and glory.
Suffering makes our future
hope more precious –
that glorious day when
sufferings cease, when
brokenness is a thing of the
past, and when, with new
resurrection bodies, we
and his “treasures” will be
home forever. But, for now,
there are many of these
“treasures” in need of our
prayers, both in Uganda,
and much closer to home
too.
SUSANNA CLARKE
AUTUMN 2018 I 4 CORNERS 11

NICARAGUA

CARAZO
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

W

e are an
international family.
Susana and I met
in Costa Rica and worked
together there in ministry for
one year during my Spanish
language study. Susana
was sent as a cross-cultural
missionary by her church
in Korea in 1996. We were
married in Costa Rica and our
first child, Josh, was born in
2000. He has dual citizenship.
Esther was born in 2002
in South Wales. We speak
Spanish and English in our
family and both children also
speak Korean. When we travel
together getting our passports
stamped at immigration can
be interesting!

The best-kept secrets
of Nicaragua
In 2000 our young family
moved from Costa Rica
to Nicaragua shortly after
hurricane Mitch and we
consider the country to
be our home. Josh and
Esther consider themselves
Nicaraguan having grown
up there. The country is the
largest country in Central
America, with a population of
almost 6 million people and
12 AUTUMN 2018 I 4 CORNERS

has many well-kept secrets;
the problematic political
secret and communist socialist
past and present is now in
the open and quite complex.
Positively, Nicaragua has
wonderful natural beauty and
many untapped resources:
it is 50% jungle; there are
two very large lakes and
many volcanoes; the people
have big families and take
care of the elderly; they are
very humble, friendly and, in
general, are quite happy. They
are relationship-orientated
and our whole family has
many close friends. There
is a great openness to God
and, most exciting of all, is
what has been happening in
the evangelical church over
the last 15 years. There are
many problems for these
young churches, but people
are coming to the Lord in
Nicaragua and the churches
are starting to be recognised
and to have an influence.
I have tried to think how
best to explain what life is
like in Nicaragua? Think of a
country constantly moving
from one crisis to another. All
aspects of life in Nicaragua,
and the country itself, have

been through so much over
many, many years. As a
result the people are resilient
and imaginative. I find
their spiritual attitude very
humbling and challenging:
one example is to hear
children praying at a birthday
party thanking God for one
more year of life.
In Chinese the word crisis
has a double meaning; both
danger and opportunity.
Having an Asian wife has
helped me to understand and
benefit from this thinking,
I see an outworking of this
in her approach to and
perspective on the potential
opportunities when sudden
problems arise.
How does this idea of a
constant state of crisis work
out in Nicaragua? The country
has seen many crises over the
years. We have witnessed the
people rise up after hurricane
Mitch. Nicaragua still faces
massive challenges. In April
this year when we were in the
UK, Nicaragua hit the news
headlines with the majority
of the population rising up
in mass protest against the
president and government,

the whole country was thrown
into crisis. The people are well
trained in sacrifice, survival
and hardship as they focus
on the democratic goals of
changing the country. The
next few months will reveal
the direction and outcome.
As outsiders we have watched
these issues develop for the
past 12 years.

Corazo
Christian
Academy
In 2005 Susana
and I were burdened for the
long-term future and impact
of the next generation of
Nicaraguans and started to
dedicate all our energy into
a ministry vision for Christian
bilingual education. We started
by building and opening
the Preschool department. It
was a step of faith and many
believers in the UK, Korea,
Nicaragua and America have
helped make this a reality
through praying, giving
and visiting. We started one
grade each year, bringing the
students into the school at a
young age, and we now have
13 grades. Our first group
of students are now 15-16
years old. The second school
was started in 2016 and we
have already had 4 grades
operating. There are over 300
students in both schools.

in the context of a school
setting. Evangelism takes time
with sensitivity; it is integrated
into daily routine throughout
the school by our team of
national teachers. We haven’t
seen revival yet, but we have
great expectations through
the small encouragements so
far with students and parents.
Our vision is to evangelize
the family through children
going home and sharing the
biblical truths they learned at
school. We also have good
opportunities with families at
regular school events: very
often, three or more family
members will attend school
events.
Sometimes people ask us what
are the most encouraging and
the most difficult aspects of
our ministry?

people in Nicaragua. We
are beginning to see some
convinced that it is valuable
and better paid than normal,
but finding passionate believers
who will dedicate to this
ministry is a long-term process.
Finding the right people is a
great challenge; “the workers
are few.” Please pray for our
future and present teachers,
volunteers and workers.
The great challenges for
Nicaraguan society are
leadership and family
breakdown; these issues are
also a priority in the churches.
These problems are very real
in the lives of our students
and affect their education and
personal faith. The pain of
poverty is connected to this.

We work with many
international volunteers from
The most encouraging aspect around the world, some
of our work in Nicaragua is
young and some more mature
seeing children being changed “re-fired” seniors! Please pray
through their schooling and
with us for more people to
through the power of the
pray, to give and to come.
gospel. We have seen a few
BARRY DAVIS
children and parents changed
through the gospel and more
are being drawn closer to
faith because of the school
atmosphere and experience.
The most difficult part of the
ministry is finding teachers.
Being a teacher is not a
desirable career for young

Parents are attracted to the
school by the abilities of our
Christian teachers, their biblical
worldview and ethos, and the
English language. The parents
know we love and care for
their children. The majority of
families are from a traditional
religious background but they
are very open to the gospel
AUTUMN 2018 I 4 CORNERS 13

KURDISTAN

JOYS AND STRUGGLES

W

e arrived in
Kurdistan 10
months ago with a
commitment to learning the
local dialect of Kurdish and
understanding the culture.
This was with the aim that
we might be equipped to
share the good news about
Jesus Christ, disciple believers
and, under God’s hand, see
Kurdish churches planted
for his glory: churches with
mature believers, reaching
out with the gospel,
discipling new believers and
seeking to be a blessing to
the wider culture.
The spiritual needs here
are stark: 1 to 2 million
people speak the dialect of
Kurdish we are learning.
Believers are numbered in
the tens and are scattered.
There is no known church
meeting in this language.
Amongst the believers: some
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are secret believers out of
fear of their families, many
long for a ‘better’ life in the
West. Furthermore, the New
Testament has not yet been
published in the language
(due for Spring 2019)
and the Old Testament is
currently near the beginning
of the drafting stage.
The Kurds are an incredibly
warm people: if you turn up
on their doorstep, you will
very likely be invited in. We
are amazed at the way we
have been welcomed into
people’s homes and been
taken on trips to enjoy the
panorama of the mountains.
They are fiercely proud of
being Kurdish and enjoy
wearing their national dress
day to day. Life revolves
around the family, (a large
entity with 3-4 generations
regularly living in the same
house), Kurdish food and, for

many, cultivating vegetable
patches and gardens. They
love drinking sugary tea
together, watching TV and
taking endless selfies.
Most Kurds are Muslim, but
there is a huge spectrum of
seriousness with which Islam
is followed. We know Kurds
who comfortably tell us they
are atheists, others who are
agnostic in their ideas of
God, but the majority follow
the religion with a level
of seriousness and a deep

conviction that Islam is true.
They need the gospel and the
overwhelming majority have
never had the opportunity to
hear the good news of Jesus.
Kurdistan is actually home to
different ethnic groups and
over the last two decades
there have been a significant
number from the historic
Christian communities who
now follow Christ. As a result
there are 6 Arabic speaking
evangelical churches in our
city (population 250,000)
2 of which are growing in a
conviction to have meetings
in Arabic and Kurdish as a
direct result of seeing more
Kurds in their meetings.
Our team leaders have
seen a small fledgling
Kurdish speaking fellowship
developing over the last
2 years. There has been
huge turnover, as people
have come and gone, but
we rejoice there are now
believers to disciple. However,
all but one who attend are
from outside the city, and
many outside of our region.

of connecting with local
people and feeling like we’re
beginning to enter their world.
It is rather overwhelming
to see the countless ways in
which our heavenly Father has
provided for us and our young
daughters.
Having language and cultural
understanding stripped from
us has been humbling and
frustrating. But we have been
reminded through being
misunderstood, and not
infrequently looked down
upon, that we are not seeking
our own glory – that has
already been achieved for us
in Christ. We often feel at the
end of ourselves in energy,
wisdom, gifts and abilities,

but we have experienced the
sweetness of the sufficiency
of Christ in our weakness and
his power working in and
through us.
Under God’s hand we plan
to press on with language
learning for the next
year whilst setting up an
Engineering Consultancy.
Increasingly, we want to go
about the work of quietly
and passionately sharing
the glorious gospel with
those we meet and serving
the fledgling fellowship of
believers in whatever ways
we can. And we would love
to see, and pray on for, God
to raise up more workers for
this very needy harvest field.

To explore opportunities to be involved in the
work here please contact the Swindon office.

The past 10 months have
been full of joys and struggles.
There has been deep joy in
just being here, sweet times

OVER THE LAST TWO DECADES...
6 Arabic speaking
evangelical
churches have
been planted
in our city,

2 of which are
growing in a
conviction to have
meetings in Arabic
and Kurdish.
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KENYA

TEACHING THEOLOGY,
TRAINING PASTORS
IN KENYA

T

he film Out of Africa
begins with Karen
Blixen’s words, “I
have a farm at the foot of
the Ngong Hills”. Well, I
work at what used to be
three farms at the foot of
the Ngong Hills: Africa
International University
has a beautiful 50 acre
campus some 15 miles
from the centre of Nairobi,
Kenya. It was started 40
years ago as the Nairobi
Evangelical Graduate School
of Theology (partly because
of John Stott’s vision for
a better trained African
pulpit), but recently became
a Christian University,
offering many courses apart
from theological ones.
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My role is
teaching theology.
For the last few
years, I’ve been in the
wonderful “rut” of teaching
all 5 theology courses to
the Bachelor in Theology
students: Theology of ‘God’,
‘Man and Sin’, ‘Christ and
Salvation’, ‘the Holy Spirit’,
and ‘Church and End Times’.
For each course, I am in the
classroom with the students
for 40 hours, so by the time
they graduate, some have
been in class with me for 200
hours; and I’ve given them
endless assignments, which
occupy them for around 150
hours. This is, of course, an
absolutely superb opportunity
to mould their thinking; to

dismantle wrong ideas and
replace them with good
biblical ones.
What am I aiming
at when teaching?
Obviously when
teaching the Theology of the
Holy Spirit course, I have to
discuss fully what the Bible
teaches about the person and
work of the Holy Spirit! That
can mean very lively classes,
as many are passionate
Pentecostals. But at the same
time, whatever the subject,
I’m trying to expose and
correct various false teachings
that are so very widespread.

The basic aim is always to get
the students to think biblically.
So, we are always asking,
“What does the Bible say?”
And that means working hard
to discover what passages
meant when they were first
written (looking at them in
their literary and historical
context and in the wider
context of the whole Bible)
and then asking how these
truths apply to us now: to
us as individuals, and to
our families and churches.
And since many of the
students are pastors, youth
workers, Sunday School
superintendents and so on,
it’s not just about trying to
influence individual lives, but
to shape the churches where
what you are teaching is
they minister as well.
correct.”
Some of the
What we talk
students do find
about in the
the courses hard at
classes are not
first. This is because
just academic ideas. I do
the standard of the work
want to stretch their minds.
required is high, compared
I want them to love the Lord
with High School – which
with all their heart, soul, mind
some of them completed
and strength. But through
two years ago, but many
understanding more, the
finished 20 years ago. They
hope is that they are being
also find it hard because of
built up spiritually; that at the
the amount of work they are
required to do: many students end of the course, they don’t
just know theology better, but
have a spouse, children and
they know God better. And as
a full-time job; and they are
they are coming to know God
just coming to the university
better, they are also coming to
to study one day a week. But
be more like him – more like
perhaps, above all, many
Christ. Sometimes spiritual
find the courses difficult,
growth can be painful. One
because the ideas they are
thoughtful young woman
meeting are so strange; they
wrote, “This course has really
are hearing teaching they
been disturbing me. I realise
have never heard before in
I have not been taking God
their churches. One man
seriously enough. And I have
said, “Ah, when you began
to teach on God’s sovereignty had to repent of that.” Then a
and election, it gave me a big while back I got this email, “I
just had to email and say how
headache. But I went away,
read my Bible and now realise much good this assignment

has been doing me. I had to
pause in the middle and start
praying and thanking the
Lord for his grace; and the
margins of the book are now
filled with prayers which I’ve
prayed during the study.”
Increasingly I get
requests from
former students
for theology notes. So
currently I’m trying to turn
my course notes into a series
of small theology books.
This is daunting – not least
because there is always the
feeling that by waiting a
week or two or six, and doing
just a little bit more reading,
it might just be better than if
it’s written today!
So, I’m teaching theology:
to change lives and to
change churches for the
glory of God and the
joy and well-being of his
people.
MARTIN BUSSEY
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA

SHAKEN!

I

magine being woken by
your bed shaking – and
then find the whole house
is shaking, and things are
falling off the shelves. A
frightening experience that
many in Papua New Guinea
experienced in February
this year, especially in the
Southern Highlands area.
Many rushed outside and
found the ground was shaking
too. Many experienced terror
as their loved ones, houses,
possessions were swept away
or immersed in sliding mud.
More than 100 lives were lost,
as well as many gardens and
livelihoods.
The impact on our Evangelical
Church of Papua New Guinea
(ECPNG) was significant.
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Our headquarters was badly
shaken with 17 houses
being damaged and made
unliveable, as well as damage
to other areas. Praise God
none of our leaders were lost
or injured.
Another earthquake a
week later deepened the
devastation. With hundreds
of aftershocks imagine
the fear as people lived in
trepidation thinking each
time that more loss and
destruction was coming.

Shaken but not
destroyed
Psalm 46 took on a new
depth as many held on to
the Rock that can never be
shaken. “God is our refuge and

strength, an ever-present help
in trouble. Therefore, we will not
fear, though the earth give way.
(verses 1-2)
Camping in a makeshift
tent some ECPNG leaders
commented “Property is not
the issue. The local church is
where ministry happens, and
our job is to serve the people.
God has a purpose in suffering
that he will show us.”
Many relief workers, including
MAF, helped: carrying water,
food, evacuating injured
patients, showing love and
care to those suffering loss
and fear. ECPNG plans to
rebuild with new kit houses.
Tribal warfare continues to
make it a challenging area to
build and work.

Shaken by winds
Many winds blow in PNG to
shake the church spiritually:
development, false teaching,
prosperity gospel, love
of money, corruption,
the internet …. many are
deceived. Many have lost
their first love as the believers
at Ephesus did. “Yet I hold this
against you; you have forsaken
the love you had at first.
(Revelation 2:4)
The Good News of how
only Jesus can rescue from
darkness and sin came
to our part of PNG in the
1930-1950s. There was
great passion for the lost
and concern for other tribes.
But now, 70 or so years later
people want to stay where
they are, to tap rubber and
look for school fees. Many
ECPNG churches have
mainly older women present
in the church.

Acknowledging the loss of
passion and commitment,
ECPNG church leaders chose
Mark 12: 29-30 for their
theme at General Conference
held 17-21 September. “Love
the Lord your God with ALL
your heart and with ALL your
soul, and with ALL your mind
and with ALL your strength.”
Pray for renewed
commitment and passion for
Jesus for us all.

and serving whole heartedly.
Yes, there are problems and
challenges, but Jesus is with
us to help us overcome.
The Lord Almighty is with
us. The God of Jacob is our
fortress. (Psalm 46:11)
So, we will not fear. And we
will not be shaken. We will
cling harder to the Rock.
ROSIE CROWTER

Pray for transformed lives
that overflow with the love of
Jesus to those around – many
are lost, many are blown
around by the winds.

May we not be shaken
God says “I will be exalted
among the nations. I will
be exalted in the earth.”
(Psalm 46:10)
Pray for renewed confidence
that Jesus is worth living for

“On Christ the solid
Rock I stand; All
other ground is
sinking sand.”
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FRANCE

A NEW CHURCH
IN BORDEAUX

S

tart an international
church!” they said.
“We’re doing it to
reach French people!” We
listened politely, but we
weren’t convinced. After all,
we’d come to Bordeaux with
certain tasks in mind to join
a growing team. Not only
that but we were wrestling
with the subtleties and glories
of French grammar, and
working in English couldn’t
be further from our thoughts.

“

Nine years later, in 2014, the
situation was so different.
We had just taken our first
long break from work in
France. Nine months of
reflection, exploring the
city, visiting the churches,
and talking and praying.
We had become convicted
by the need for churches
in the centre of the city of
Bordeaux. Over 200,000
people were served by just
four gospel churches, and
large tracts of the city had no
local witness at all. Aided by
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a small, but excellent, team
of keen friends, we started
an international church in
the city centre. We were 15
people that first year.
Soon half our folk were
French people. “Did you
follow that?” I’d ask, in
French. “Not at all.” So we
started mixing French and
English into the service,
enough, hopefully, that
people could follow and
understand. It made the
sermons longer, but nobody
complained and some
people appreciated having
two stabs in two different
languages, smiling knowingly
when the French differed
significantly from the English,
as sometimes it did!
Our little team expanded. A
Canadian missionary joined
us, though he too had come
to work in French, not in
English. Other friends showed
themselves able to preach
and to teach, though most
people were not comfortable

switching from one language
to the other. We knew
another solution had to come
one day.
We outgrew the little
restaurant where we met and
found a home at the Brethren
meeting hall. Now we could
do simultaneous translation
via headphones, or by
seating people in different
parts of the room, but people
didn’t want to have linguistic
barriers set up between each
other. However, the longterm loan of a video-projector
meant that we could put
subtitles on the wall to help
people to latch on to the
meaning of the message.
But to really reach French
people we’d have to work in
French. But how? And with
whom? We agonised over it.
We tried alternating our Bible
Studies in English and French.
But that felt like simply a

token. What was needed was
another congregation, a new
congregation in the centre of
the city.
In 2017 our Brethren hosts
refurbished their meeting
room. Alan was invited
to bring greetings from
the International Church.
Somewhat cheekily he said
that our ambitions did not
rest with an English language
church, but we wanted to
see new French churches
established in other parts
of the city, for example the
Chartrons. This charming
part of Bordeaux is a lively
patchwork of antique shops,
restaurants and cafés and
has no gospel witness. How
wonderful it would be to
see a new church in the
Chartrons!
Meanwhile we were talking
with some old friends,
Maxime and Demelza
Soumagnas. Maxime had
been a student here in
2005 and had since been
preparing and training
for gospel ministry in
Cambridge, London and
Brussels. Could it be possible
that they might come
and work in Bordeaux?
They came to visit the

church. Maxime preached
in French. Demelza
interpreted. People loved
them and their two fine
little lads. Then in January
2018 Maxime and Demelza
found a flat to rent in the
Chartrons area of Bordeaux.
They moved in and we
began to plan a new French
work. Maxime and Demelza
are now serving with UFM
and are involved in the
hard work of raising their
financial support.
Meanwhile we continued to
grow slowly, now reaching
about 40 people each
Sunday. We’re still far too
small to start a new work,
and it’s too soon. Nothing
is sufficient and everything
is inadequate, but what
do you wait for? When is it
right to start? We decided
on September 2018.

We prayed and hunted for a
meeting place. We looked in
the very centre of Bordeaux.
Theatres refused. The town
hall said no. Three more
promising possibilities came
to nothing. As July ended
we had no meeting place
lined up.
Then, in August, a
restaurateur agreed to rent
us his back room on Sunday
mornings, right by the tram,
in the heart of the Chartrons
area of Bordeaux. A deposit
has been paid, plans are
being made, a preaching
schedule is lined up and the
first meeting is scheduled for
23 September 2018.
Please pray for this new-born
church – “the Lord has done
this, and it is marvellous in our
eyes.”
ALAN DAVEY

“This charming part
of Bordeaux is a lively
patchwork of antique
shops, restaurants
and cafés and has no
gospel witness. How
wonderful it would be
to see a new church
in the Chartrons!”
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UFM

NEW
TO UFM
with sending churches and
seeking to develop the
work of UFM. Brandon will
also serve as part of the
leadership team at UFM.

Brandon and
Julia Nelson
New Area Director for
Northern England, the
Midlands and North Wales.

Brandon and his wife, Julia,
together their children
Elijah, Gideon, Annabelle
and Levi previously served as
missionaries in Burkina Faso.
They are presently based in
Leicester, where Brandon has
Brandon has been appointed been the pastor of Oadby
to support our growing
Evangelical Church. Brandon
work in England and Wales
will start in his new role
and will work alongside the at UFM on 1st November.
other pastoral staff in caring You can contact him at
for missionaries, liaising
bnelson213@gmail.com

Larry and Sinead
Norman
Larry and Sinead, both from the
UK originally, have been married
for 3½ years and are members of
Leipzig English Church in Germany.
Larry completed a BA in French and
German followed by a second degree
in Evangelical Theology. Sinead
previously studied at Oak Hill and was
on the staff at UCCF. Larry is now a
Pastor serving in Leipzig and Sinead
works part-time for IFES and has also
recently commenced a training course
in Biblical Counselling. Leipzig English
Church and Christ Church, Harpenden
are their sending churches.
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Ben and Esther
Smith
Ben and Esther both trusted
Christ as children. Esther
returned from Ivory Coast,
where her parents were
missionaries with UFM,
when she was 11 years old.
Ben first became interested
in the work of Casa Mea
in Moldova when he went
on a UFM Summer Team
before starting University.
He was deeply impacted by
the need that he saw and
felt led to change track and
study Learning Disability
Nursing at University,
taking his nursing elective
in Moldova. They are
members of Stranmillis
Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in Belfast. After her
language degree, Esther did
a post-graduate teaching
course, and has been

teaching in schools for
young people with special
needs, while Ben works
in a respite unit providing
care and support for
severely disabled children
and their families. As
they have continued to

go on Summer Teams to
Moldova, they have felt an
increasing sense of call to
the ministry of Casa Mea.
They hope to commence
Bible College training in
2019 in preparation for their
future ministry.

they have been serving the
Lord in Nicaragua through
Christian education and
have established Carazo

Christian Academy. They
are sent by Mowbray
Community Church in
Harrogate.

Barry and
Susana Davis
Barry is from the UK. He
became a Christian at the
age of 21 after a colleague
spoke about several of his
children being born again
and gave Barry a New
Testament to read. Susana
is from South Korea. She
became a Christian in
1989 after a personal
encounter with Jesus
during her daily devotions.
They were married in
Costa Rica in1999 and
have two children, Joshua
and Esther. Since 2000
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NEWS BITES

WHATS ON
Scottish Annual
Thanksgiving Evening
5 October at Trinity Possil &
Henry Drummond Church,
Glasgow, G22 6SR
from 7.30-9pm
Further information from Iain
Cameron. Tel 0141 353 0666
or email iain@ufm.org.uk
Irish Autumn Conferences
“God’s Horticulture”
Speaker: Paudge Mulvihill,
Pastor, Calvary Church,
Westport
6 November at Bethany
Baptist Church, Bangor
at 8pm
7 November at Harryville
Presbyterian Church,
Ballymena at 8pm
8 November at Irvinestown
Independent Methodist
Church at 8pm
For more information
telephone 028 9020 222 or
email enquiries@ufm.org.uk

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
UFM Prayer Day
20 January 2019
Called 2 Serve
23 March 2019, venue tbc
Irish Spring Conference
6 April 2019, Seagoe Hotel,
Portadown, Craigavon
Scottish Spring Conference
26-28 April 2019, Atholl
Centre, Pitlochry
UFM Family Conference
29 July - 2 August 2019,
Hothorpe Hall, Market
Harborough

COMINGS
& GOINGS
GOINGS
October
6	Stephen and Linda Park
and family to Uganda
13	Becky Gilmour to
Uganda (ST)
January
12 Paula Harris to Brazil

SUMMER TEAMS 2019
We are planning a number of UFM Summer Teams for 2019
and information will be published on our website over the
coming weeks: www.ufm.org.uk/go/summer-teams
In previous years we have sent teams to South Africa, Brazil,
Moldova, Thailand, France, Greece and the UK.
If you would like to register your interest please send an
email to: summerteams@ufm.org.uk

GOSPEL CARDS AND CHRISTIAN GIFTS
We encourage you to look at the excellent cards, calendars and
books produced by Gospel Cards. Every year they distribute part
of their profits to Christian missions, including
UFM. You can find full details of the cards, etc.
on their website www.gospelcardsetc.com or
you can ask them for a catalogue. Telephone
01656 647551, or write to Gospel Cards, 15
Brackla Street Centre, Bridgend, CF31 1DD
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