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“How long, Lord, 
must I call for help, 
but you do not 
listen? Or cry out to 
you, ‘Violence!’ but 
you do not save.” 
A king is on the throne 
who neglects the cause 
of the poor and needy, 
and sets his heart 
on dishonest gain. 
Habakkuk prophesies 
at a time when injustice 
reigns under King 
Jehoiakim’s rule.

As he lives in the midst 
of this, he speaks strong 
words to God: Why 
don’t you listen? Why 
don’t you save? Why 
do you tolerate wrong? 
God, where are you? 
How long, Lord, must I 
call for help but you do 
not listen? 

As we hear Habakkuk’s 
brutal honesty, maybe 
we’re tempted to think, 
“Come on Habakkuk, 
shouldn’t you tone it 

down? It’s God you’re 
speaking to here!” 

Yet when God replies, 
there’s no rebuke. You 
see, Habakkuk is not 
some sarcastic student 
trying to disprove God’s 
existence. He is not 
engaging in a sterile 
philosophical debate. No, 
he just can’t understand 
why the God that he 
knows would allow the 
things that he sees. So 
he cries out to God.  

Habakkuk teaches us 
such an important 
lesson. To come to God 
with our questions in 
a time of crisis is not a 
sign of lack of faith but 
of having faith. We see 
it so many times in the 
Bible, not least from the 
lips of Jesus, the one 
in whom no sin was 
found. In the garden, as 
he anticipates all that 
lies before him, he cries 
to his Father, “take this 
cup from me” and then 

from the cross itself, “My 
God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”

In the midst of our grief 
and perplexity facing 
life’s crises in a fallen 
world, we can cry out to 
God. And to do that is 
not to be disloyal or lack 
respect, but rather to 
demonstrate our faith: to 
say “I don’t understand 
why the God that I know 
would allow the things 
that I see”. 

As we face up to the 
coronavirus crisis, we’re 
to cry out to the Lord. 
I wonder what are the 
questions on your lips? 
Here are some of mine:
Lord, aren’t you the giver 
of life? Don’t you delight 
to save? So won’t you 
have mercy on nations 
like Italy and Spain, 
where so few know you, 
yet so many are heading 
to a lost eternity. Lord, 
won’t you stem the tide 
of disease as it enters 

When we can’t understand why 
the God that we know would 
allow the things that we see
Michael Prest, UFM Worldwide Director
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countries on our hearts, 
that have no capacity 
to cope. How long, Lord, 
must I call for help but 
you do not listen?

Friends, in the midst of 
a crisis, we’re to cry out 
to God and then, like 
Habakkuk, to wait on the 
Lord for his answers: “I 
will stand at my watch 
and station myself on 
the ramparts; I will look 
to see what he will say 
to me, and what answer 
I am to give to this 
complaint.” Habbakuk 2:1

As we wait on the Lord 
for his answers, we 
do so with hope, not 
understanding all he 
is doing, but trusting 
absolutely in his 
goodness and mercy to 
a world that he loves.

We know that God can 
use the most wicked 
people and most fallen 
of circumstances to 
bring about his justice, 
establish his reign, and 
redeem his people.

We think of the 
betraying disciple 
Judas, the crowd-
pleasing Pontius Pilate, 
the jealous King Herod, 
the baying crowd, the 
wicked religious leaders, 

the crucifixion of God’s 
precious Son. None of 
those people and 
events were 
outside of God’s 
sovereign plans 
and he used 
them to bring a 
great salvation.

What is God doing in 
our lives and world 
through these days? 
We don’t have all 
the answers, but we 
are already catching 
glimpses of what he 
is doing, as reports of 
gospel progress 
come in – a man 
coming to faith 
in the Republic 
of Ireland, tens 
of thousands 
accessing and reading 
scripture in ‘closed 
access countries’ 
and many 
new people 
accessing 
online mission 
training through 
UFM workers in 
Romania.

Thank you so much 
for your ongoing 
partnership in the work. 
We praise God that his 
Word is not chained!
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Six of us were huddled over a 
blank canvas. One of us had 
stayed up late the night before 
to sketch a basic calendar for 
the year ahead. Every little 
box for every day of the year 
represented an opportunity – an 
opportunity to do our job and to 
reach the campus for Christ. 
In the weeks preceding, we had 
poured over different potential 
strategies for the months ahead. 
What is our vision? Who are we 
seeking to share with? How can we 
best serve them? 

After our many deliberations, we 
felt that we had come to a better 

Our Christian Union  
was suddenly empty
Ruth McGarvey works in student ministry in France

appreciation of the steps needed to 
put our new vision into place. Box 
by box, we filled out our year – every 
strategic development point, every 
weekly event, every teaching series. 

As we put down our sharpies and 
took a step back to admire our 
morning’s task, each of us was filled 
with a sense of excitement. The 
renewed emphasis on evangelism, 
at the root of everything we had put 
into ink, would surely help equip 
and motivate the Christian student 
community to be a light in the 
darkness God has placed them in. 

The next step seemed obvious – share 
the good news with our partner 
churches and regular Christian 
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students. Christian students would 
be fed by their local churches and 
then come to us and learn to share 
what they had been given with others. 
The churches were enthusiastic, but 
I don’t think anything could have 
prepared us for the reaction from our 
long-term French students. 

They left us. And the vast majority 
never came back. It hurt. It hurt to 
realise that in the past few years we 
had been considered by many to be a 
gathering place for Christians, not the 
beacon on campus we wanted to be. 

It hurt to hear that even though we 
had taught the amazing truths of 
the gospel for past terms, so that our 
students could share it; when the 
opportunity came, they retreated. It 
hurt to be told from people we had 
invested in that they just weren’t 
interested in what we were trying to do. 

Would we have been 
as eager, had we 
known the difficulties 
to come?

One year on, we are thankful that a 
few have come back and the Lord is 
slowly but surely bringing new ones 
with a desire to reach the lost with 
the gospel. We are thankful for a staff 
team with God-given gifts which has 
allowed us to continue to preach the 
gospel and train those prepared to 
get their hands dirty alongside us. 

Looking back at our artistic calendar, 
I wonder, would we have been as 
eager, had we known the difficulties 
to come? Would we have chosen 
to maintain the status quo? I can’t 
answer that, but I’m glad I didn’t 
know. We may have been discouraged 
by our Christian students, but the Lord 
is doing an amazing work in the lives 
of others who have had the chance to 
hear about him this year. For that, we 
praise him. 
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You know how certain lessons 
linger in the memory? I recall a 
sermon just after I moved to the 
Midlands to work with Christian 
Unions. I don’t remember 
the passage, though it could 
well have been Mark’s Gospel. 
Instead of trying to recruit us to 
follow Jesus by describing how 
amazing Jesus’ teaching was, 
the preacher simply wanted us 
to listen to Jesus’ own words 
and follow him. 
While he was encouraged when 
people expressed their thanks to 
him, his response was, “I wasn’t doing 
anything special or spectacular. It’s 
just ‘ordinary’ Bible teaching.”

Some preachers wow their listeners 
with spectacular oratory or charisma. 
He ‘just’ opened God’s Word and 
brought us face to face with Jesus. 
This is what ‘ordinary’ Bible teaching 
is all about: teaching what the Bible 
says, rather than using the Bible to 
say something we want to say. 

Two decades on, this distinction is 
so significant. You can make the 

Bible say anything, really. We can 
read whatever we like into the text 
(even true things) and say that God 
is saying this, that or the other. But 
if we’re not working hard at seeing 
what the text says, then we’re not 
hearing or speaking God’s words and 
our teaching lacks his authority.

This conviction is something we have 
tried to build into student ministry 
in Greece. Our aim as a movement 
is to reach students with the gospel 
by training believing students: they 
need to be rooted and grounded in 
God’s Word. 

Student believers in Greece 
sometimes lack confidence in 
witnessing to their peers because 
they don’t understand that the Bible 
is God’s Word and he will speak to us 
and others through it. I used to be 
the same.

In all our training – at our national 
annual conference in September; 
at our summer outreach and 
training camp, The Wave; and at 
local events in different cities – we 
take students through the process 
of looking carefully at the text so 
that they understand the difference 

The impact of ‘ordinary’ 
Bible teaching
Jonathan Clark serves in student ministry in Greece
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between making up a message and 
discovering the message the passage 
actually teaches. 

We look at the difference between, 
for example, putting “me” at the 
centre of a story and putting Jesus at 
the centre (e.g. David and Goliath).  
Or between reading a verse against 

the backdrop of our personal 
experience and general discipleship 
assumptions, as opposed to the 
context of the whole book (e.g. 
Ephesians 6). Or between inventing 
a meaning and digging out 
the meaning (e.g. 1 Kings 19). Or 
between allegorising on the one 
hand and seeing the Old Testament 
background and fulfilment on the 
other (e.g. the feeding of the 5000).
This isn’t an academic exercise or 
something to stir their curiosity. 

When they see these differences, the 
response every time is one of open-
mouthed, wide-eyed amazement. 
Literally! And not because the 
training has been amazing, but 
because they meet Jesus and hear 
God speak as they see the Spirit-
intended meaning of the text. 

At The Wave 2019, three girls 
approached me after studying Elijah 
on Mount Horeb, “This makes sense at 
last! This is truly good news! Why have 
we never seen these things before?” 
After seeing David as a picture of 
Christ rather than an example for us 
to copy, another group expressed 
their relief at hearing a message of 
grace rather than an exhortation to be 
braver and stronger than they could 
ever hope to be.

We all need grace, we all need Jesus. 
Teaching the Bible so that Jesus is 
encountered brings grace and good 
news, and this leads us to action. 

This year some of these Bible training 
events are probably going to be 
‘victims’ of the coronavirus! Please 
pray for us and the student believers 
the Lord is raising up in Greece.

Three girls 
approached me ... 
“This is truly good 
news! Why have we 
never seen these 
things before?”



Is short-term  
mission worth it?
Johnny McClean serves in student ministry in Thailand

Would the money be 
better spent on long-
term mission workers 
or supporting 
national workers?

It costs a lot to send short-term 
workers overseas. But is it worth 
it? Would the money be better 
spent on long-term mission 
workers or supporting national 
workers?
It is good, from time to time, to 
stop and consider the value of 
short-term mission in the 21st 
Century. Over the past 25 years 
we have been privileged to host 
hundreds of people on short-term 
mission trips. Why are we still 
committed to hosting short-term 
mission workers today? Because 
we are convinced that short-term 
mission changes lives. 

Club 7-11 meets in a small church in 
North Wales every Wednesday night. 
The children sit in two teams – the 
Welsh Dragons and the Thai Geckos. 
Every term, world mission is part of 
their programme. This is because 
their leader, Angela, came out to 

Thailand on a short-term mission 
trip more than ten years ago. She 
helped run a programme for mission 
workers’ children at a conference. 
She went back home with a vision 
to see Welsh children learn about 
Thailand, about mission life and how 
to pray for Thai people. Her short-
term trip led to a new generation 
of children learning how to pray 
faithfully for missions week by week. 

Rory is a pastor in Australia who 
came out to Bangkok to help launch 
Langham preaching seminars.  He 
used his skills to get alongside the 
Thai pastors, was able to help them 
in their sermon preparation and gave 

A TRICKY QUESTION ON MISSION



them confidence that they could 
preach faithfully from the Scriptures. 
As he chatted with the Thai pastors 
at the training conference about 

books they use for sermon prep, 
he realised that most of the 50 
participants had no commentaries 
and few resources to help them 
prepare their weekly sermons.

Returning to Australia, Rory helped 
us to get the funding and copyright 
to publish God’s Big Picture in Thai. 

We are now able to give this book 
to the preachers we are training 
each year. Short-term mission led 

to a long-term resource for the Thai 
church, through the generous giving 
of Australian brothers and sisters.  

Everyone in our house loves it when 
Auntie Jo* comes to stay with us. 
When our kids were small, Auntie 
Jo would come regularly, with a 
summer team, a Christmas team, or 
on her own. She came with a desire 
to serve, to learn, to find out how 
to share the gospel cross-culturally. 
Eventually God called Auntie Jo to 
serve God, not in Thailand but in 
China. Her short-term mission trips 
with us were one of the small steps 
that have led her to serve long-term 
in a tough situation for the past ten 
years. 

Ultimately we are convinced that 
short-term mission has long-term 
gains, raising up new generations of 
those who will pray, give and go for 
the sake the gospel. 

*some names and identities have been changed

As he chatted with 
the Thai pastors ... he 
realised that most of 
the 50 participants 
had no commentaries 
and few resources
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Complete curfew here in Turkey 
started on Easter Sunday. The 
only people I could visit were 
those in my own building. So 
I brought Easter gifts to three 
families. This has led to a closer 
relationship with them, and I 
was thrilled to receive some 
freshly baked bread from one.
Bread is important, almost sacred, in 
this culture. Like water, it signifies life. 
You never drop bread on the ground. 
If by mistake someone does, the next 
passer-by will pick it up and put it on 
a windowsill so that it is not trampled. 

Let’s pray that the Bread of Life will 
be what gives new life and lasting 
nourishment to the many hungry 
souls around us. Praise God, we are 
beginning to see this happen during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Efforts to get the Word out through 
online ministry have greatly 
increased, with much fruit. One 
young man involved in a youth 
ministry told me that their website 
has grown from 1,000 to 1,800 
subscribers during the outbreak. At 
least 50 have started reading the Bible 

The virus has brought the 
Bible to Turkish People
Written by a UFM mission partner who is working as a teacher in Turkey

seriously and have come to believe. 
Through the website many of them 
have been connected to churches, 
and several believers who had grown 
cold have also come back to the Lord.

What is so encouraging, is that the 
majority involved in these online 
ministries, including this man, are 
second generation believers. They 
were children or teenagers when I 
first moved here fourteen years ago. 



11

It shows how much the church has 
grown in depth and maturity, though 
numbers are still very low. We are also 
excited to see that several in these key 
ministries attended seminars from 
our theological training programme.

In John we read that “(Caiaphas) being 
high priest that year … prophesied 
that Jesus would die for the nation, 
and not for that nation only, but also 
that he would gather together in 
one the children of God who were 
scattered abroad.” (John 11: 51-52). I 
have been thinking a lot about why it 
is so hard for the church not to meet. 
It is not just because we naturally 
miss our friends. It is against the very 

... at least 50 have started reading the Bible 
seriously and have come to believe

nature of the church, by definition, the 
gathered people of God. Many verses 
mention the gathering together of 
God’s people including, surprisingly, 
these words of Caiaphas. And yet, in 
Acts 8, in a time of persecution, we 

see the Lord use the scattering of the 
church to spread the Word. 

We are seeing the Lord use this 
time for good. As well as leading us 
to focus on neighbours (like those 
in my building), and the fruit from 
online ministries, our prayer life has 
grown. People have joined midweek 
meetings, a youth night of prayer, and 
a ladies daily prayer group – all online. 

The virus has helped us to see our 
dependence on God for every breath. 
There is much to pray for, as we ask 
for spiritual and physical healing for 
unwell friends and relatives. Please 
pray for online ministries here, and 
that the church will use this time to 
grow in their faith and be equipped 
to disciple new believers. 
Some names and identities have been changed
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Here in Eastern Europe, people 
have for decades faced many 
different struggles in believing 
what they are told by people 
in authority. Today, this creates 
huge barriers to gospel belief. 
These words constantly challenge us: 
“Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.” (Heb 11:1) How is it possible 
to be sure about something, when 
we have not seen it? Here, people 
have many struggles with belief:

• Different regimes and leaders have 
often lied and covered up truths.

• We currently live amidst a physical 
war and a propaganda war with a 
neighbouring country, with  
rivalling ‘narratives’.

• Many are poorly educated and have 
not travelled abroad.

• Years of poverty have left people 
with no prospect for change, 
causing cynicism or fatalism.

How is it possible to bring God’s 
truth into such a broken and needy 
situation? People long for truth, yet 
many of the questions we are asked 
are about myths and false teaching. 

Recently Nadia asked us whether we 
should believe the wild conspiracy 
theories around COVID-19, which 
have run rampant even among our 
churches. We sometimes feel that we 
spend more time ‘un-teaching’ false 
ideas than teaching true things!

Yet God’s truth is unchanging and is 
for all cultures and all people, in every 
era. We have seen young men here, 
like Sergey and Alosha, get so excited 
to discover the power and authority 
of God’s Word in every situation. To 
help convince others of what we do 
not see, we have become convinced 
of the following urgent needs here: 

Living out the truth that we preach
Without this, how will people ever 
believe us? Slavic people want to see 
how every Bible truth works out in 
ordinary, everyday life and struggles. 

How can a propaganda-
weary people believe?
Andy & Tatyana, with Natasha (13), have been serving and training  
others for ministry in Eastern Europe since 2007
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Perhaps this is why the Lord has 
sent us so many struggles of our 
own in recent years, with our health, 
language, and family! Please pray that 
we will live out the gospel ourselves, as 
we point others to follow Christ. 

Repeating the big truths
Probably nothing is more poorly 
understood in our churches than 
grace itself – the very heart of the 
gospel. Preaching about it once or 
ten times is not enough, we need 
to keep pointing to what God has 
done for us in Jesus week after week, 
praying that he will apply it to many 
hearts. When Lyena discovered 

grace recently, she said, “We can live 
through anything now, so long as we 
have grace!”

Pointing people to Jesus and away 
from themselves
Even in the ex-Soviet world, the 
postmodern idea that ‘truths’ can be 
personal for me is so prevalent. Yet the 
Bible gives us eternal truths that are 
bigger than ‘me’ and ‘my issues’. We 
keep repeating that, in the gospel, we 
become part of God’s bigger story, not 
just that he is part of ours! 

Investing in others
If we ourselves teach and eventually 
leave, we will impact only a few. Yet 
God’s truth is to be passed to future 
generations. So we try to prioritise 
spending time with men and women 
who have the desire to go deeper in 
the Scriptures and have the gifts to 
open God’s Word to others. Please 
pray that their ministry will grow and 
spread to others, so that many will 
be convinced of the truth. “The grass 
withers, the flower fades, but the 
word of our God will stand forever.” 
(Isaiah 40:8)
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Christians are often amazed 
how easy it is to go to mosques 
and share my love of Jesus. I 
know that this would not be 
possible in all places, but where 
I live I am generally welcomed 
in the numerous local mosques. 
I am writing this during the 
Coronavirus lockdown, unable to 
meet up with my usual friends. It is 
some while since I last went to the 
mosque and I’ve been reflecting on 
some of my conversations there.

Usually in a mosque, a group of 
men will come up to me and start 
a conversation. I recall that on one 
occasion, such a group were being 
quite disrespectful about the Bible 
and my faith, but one older man, 
Bihar, kept quiet. 

Later Bihar took me to one side, in 
a quiet place, and told me how his 
mother had been a Christian and she 
would sing Christian songs to him. 
He shyly asked if I would like to hear 
one. I was thrilled. He sang to me in 
an African tribal language. I could not 
understand the words but my heart 
leapt as he sang. 

Bihar shared with me how he had 
rejected his mother’s faith and 
became a Muslim, in reaction to 
Christian support for apartheid in his 
homeland. I opened my Bible and 
read Revelation 7:9 to him and spoke 
about true Christians “from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, 

Entering Britain’s mosques
Cephas, who works for UFM in the UK, shares his experience of  
how the church can engage with Muslims in the local community.
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standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb.” I told him that my 
little church tried to exemplify this, 
albeit it very imperfectly, and we 
had members from many races and 

nations. With tears in his eyes, he said 
that he would like to come and see 
this for himself. 

One day, a few weeks later, he did 
with his wife, Sarah. I admit I was 
worried about what he would think, 
but he loved it and marvelled at black 
and white people loving one another 
in Christ and joining in worship 
together. Afterwards, Bihar and  
Sarah came home with us for a meal 
and we had a very happy afternoon. 

They would both like to retain some 
sort of vague Abrahamic faith with 
what they think of as the best bits 
from both Islam and Christianity.  
Accepting the uniqueness of Jesus 
and trusting his promises seems a bit 
too much right now. 

No doubt Bihar’s mother prayed for 
him many times and must have been 
very sad when he became a Muslim. 
Please pray that her prayers will now 
be answered and he, and Sarah, will 
finally ‘come home’ and join that 
great multitude from every nation, 
tribe, people and language.
Some names and identities have been changed

CHURCH RESOURCES

With tears in his eyes, 
he said that he would  
like to come and see 
this for himself.
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‘Would you ever consider  
going abroad to be, you know, 
... a missionary?’ Two years ago, 
if you had challenged with me 
with that question, I would 
probably have just laughed. 
My reply would have been something 
like, “Sounds like a good thing to do, 
but I really don’t think I’m cut out for 
mission life. I’m still working out how 
to navigate life post-university, let 
alone in another country!”

Yet, despite this, here I am writing 
this article on a sunny balcony in 
Torino, Northern Italy. I have been 
serving with IFES here for two years. 
I have just been accepted by UFM to 
remain for another 3-5 years, and I 
am very grateful for how the Lord has 
used me here, despite my obvious 
unwillingness at the beginning! 

God definitely has a sense of humour 
in placing a recently graduated 

21-year-old home-bird who only 
went on her first flight a year prior; 
is not a confident public speaker; 
does not like change; and would 
definitely be out on the first round of 
Master Chef – here in Torino serving 
international students, something 
which very much involves living away 
from home, lots of change, leading a 
student group and rustling up meals 
for a large group on a weekly basis!

Now you might be thinking, “Well 
what changed, Alice? Was it you? 
Did you suddenly work out how to 
navigate life?” If only! Truth be told, 
through the experiences of the last 
two years, God has been showing me 
how mission work is not really about 
me and my ‘super great mission skill 
set’; it is about him and how he uses 
us in our weaknesses.

And so, I decided to stay long 
term, knowing that I will probably 
have to do things I don’t feel the 
most capable at, and there will be 
moments of hardship from living 
cross-culturally. Yet, I am assured 
by the truth that God uses us in our 
weaknesses for his Glory! Praise God 
that mission is about him not me! 

I wasn’t cut  
out for mission
Alice Larke is on IFES InterAction, working with students in Italy
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UFM Director Michael Prest reports 
on how our recently expanded 
partnership with IFES is helping 
support mission in Europe:

Alice has been serving in Turin as part 
of the IFES InterAction programme, 
which encourages and develops 
student ministry across Europe.  

Since 2011 UFM has enjoyed a 
partnership with UCCF and IFES, 
supporting long-term mission 
workers in cross-cultural student 
ministry, in places like France, Italy, 
Spain, Greece, Belgium and Slovenia.

This partnership was expanded last 
year, meaning that now, short-term 
workers like Alice, who come out 
of UCCF’s Relay programme, are 
becoming part of the UFM family.  
UFM aims to provide additional 
pastoral and administrative support, 

as well as strengthening links with 
sending churches.

Sinead Norman, InterAction Co-
ordinator for IFES Europe writes, 
“Partnering with UFM has been 
a great joy and blessing for IFES 
InterAction. They have brought much 
needed resources and expertise in 

mission to help us recruit and send 
workers into a harvest field that is  
in great need of short and long  
term workers.”

At the moment there are short-term 
workers serving in this way in Austria, 
Eurasia, Eastern Europe, Romania 
and Italy. Please pray for those due to 
start their service in September, for 
wisdom and clarity about the viability 
of their placements as the COVID-19 
crisis unfolds.

They have brought much needed resources and 
expertise in mission to help us recruit and send 
workers into a harvest field that is in great need 
of short and long term workers.



B and S are working in Asia in a 
predominantly Islamic nation. They 
are using sports and martial arts to 
disciple locals and plant churches. 
Their youngest daughter lives there 
with them and two older children 
reside in the US.*

IFES InterAction 

We have recently appointed three 
workers to serve on the IFES 
InterAction programme in various 
locations around Europe from the 
autumn: Catrin Sewall to Turin, Italy 
(working alongside Heledd Job and 
Alice Larke); Joanna Lane to work 
with GBU, Belgium; and Roxanne  
Hall to Austria.

NEW TO UFM

Welcome!

Alice Larke has been with UFM since 
last autumn, serving in Turin, Italy on 
the IFES InterAction programme. She 
was recently accepted to continue 
serving long term with UFM in Turin. 
She is sent by West Road Church, 
Bury St Edmunds.

Eduardo and Anna Marzia Lemos, 
were recently appointed to serve 
long term with UFM. Eduardo worked 
for 30 years in business management 
and consultancy before their move 
to the ministry. He is due to complete 
a two-year Pastors’ Training Course 
at London Seminary in June and 
has been called to serve at a church 
in Guarujá, Brazil (CBCG) near São 
Paulo. They are sent by Childs Hill 
Baptist, London.

*Some indentities have been changed



FOCUS ON ...

Myanmar is a country in South East Asia, 
previously known as Burma. It is hot and 
humid, with a monsoon season, and is 
known for its friendly people and stunning 
natural landscapes. The country is covered 
with grand golden pagodas and has a long 
rich history.

Adoniram and Ann Judson are known as the USA’s 
first overseas mission workers and they had their 
hearts set on coming to Myanmar. They endured 
unbelievable hardships and served tirelessly for 
many years before they even saw one convert. 
Through their work, the Bible was first translated 
into Burmese and it is this translation that is still 
used in most Burmese speaking churches today.

Please pray ...
• for Bible-based 

preaching, and 
for people to get 
alongside local 
pastors and disciple 
them, so that they 
learn to handle the 
Word of God correctly 
and truthfully

• for the gospel to reach 
people from all ethnic 
groups, including the 
strongly Buddhist, 
and that their hearts 
would be open to 
Christ

• for those believers 
facing terrible 
persecution and 
harassment

• for justice and peace 
for ethnic minorities, 
and help for a country 
affected by war and 
natural disasters.

Myanmar YANGON

NAYPYIDAW



Cut here, pop in your Bible, and pray for Myanmar

Myanmar was a British colony for many years and 
you can still see the old colonial buildings in the 
downtown area of Yangon. When Myanmar was 
eventually granted independence the military 
took it over and it became a socialist state. The 
people endured 50 years of military rule and they 

continue to struggle to overcome this legacy. 
There are various bloody civil wars still being 
fought in some parts of the country. 

Myanmar is a strongly Buddhist country with 
87.9% being Buddhist and 6.2% Christian. Most of 
these Christians are from smaller ethnic groups 
which, since the days of Myanmar’s first mission 
workers, were open to the gospel message. The 
largest ethnic race is the Barmar. They remain 
strongly Buddhist and face persecution from 
both their families and their communities if they 
convert to Christianity.

Myanmar has become susceptible to the 
prosperity gospel with one such preacher 
preaching that true Christians won’t get the 
COVID-19 virus. What Myanmar Christians need is 
real, Bible-based preaching, but also for people to 
get alongside the local pastors and disciple them, 
so that they learn to handle the Word of God 
correctly and truthfully.

Myanmar 
is ...
2.8 x

25% below 
the poverty 

line

Myanmar has become 
susceptible to the prosperity 
gospel with one such 
preacher preaching that 
true Christians won’t get the 
COVID-19 virus. 
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   ‘The land
  of golden
  pagodas’
 built by   
 past 
kings

(pagodas    
  typically  
   house 
     Buddhist    
       relics)

MAIN  
EXPORTS
natural gas
teak wood
gems
jade
rice
clothing
beans

87.9% Buddhist
6.2% Christian

8 major national ethnic races
135 ethnic groups



WHAT’S IT LIKE ... ?

What’s it like … in lockdown?
Heledd Job writes from Italy

What has it been like in Italy?  
It really depends who you talk 
to. My experience ministering 
to students in a relatively young 
international congregation in 
Torino is completely different 
to those ministering in largely 
elderly communities in the 
worst hit Lombardia and Veneto 
regions, or those in the much 
less affluent South. 

From my perspective, one of the 
big challenges is fear; both of the 
virus itself but also of the social 
and economic effects. Though 
initially there might have been 
a feeling of solidarity and “we’ll 
get through this together”, it 
didn’t last long. The “andrá tutto 
bene” (it’ll be ok) rainbow posters 
on the balconies have nearly all 
disappeared. There have been 
visible displays of anger from 
some areas of the country as 
people who are not able to work 
are facing real worries about how 
they will pay their rent and put 
food on the table.

Another big challenge has been 
the isolation. In a culture that is 
so relational and family-oriented, 
it has been painful for people to 

have to stay within their own four 
walls. Even as lockdown eases, 
the masks, social distancing 
and lack of physical contact is 
causing real loneliness and I 
think we will see it have an effect 
on people’s mental health for a 
long time to come.

Fear and isolation have had a real 
effect on international students 
too. Many have returned to 
their home countries and those 
who have stayed have found 
themselves very lonely. With 
classes all online and regulations 
that mean they spend nearly  
all of their time in their rooms  
it has been incredibly isolating.  
Though nothing is decided yet, 
the universities are talking about 
all classes being taught online for 
the whole of the next academic 
year. If that happens, we are 
likely to see many more students 
return to their home countries. In 
the meantime, the uncertainty is 
causing even more fear.

The online church community 
that we have tried to maintain 
through Zoom, WhatsApp and 
other means, has been a lifeline. 
There have been wonderful ... 



UFM USA  
is growing
UFM in the USA (UFM 
Worldwide (USA)) was first 
established in August 2013 
with an office in Birmingham, 
Alabama. The OneHundredFold 
team had become part of 
UFM in 2012, and we needed 
to provide the services our 
mission workers who are 
American citizens required. 

OneHundredFold is a UFM 
ministry developing innovative 
technology to support the church 
in evangelistic outreach as well as 
pastoral training.

The encouragement and help of 
the late Tom Cheely – the then 
Missions Director at Briarwood 
Presbyterian Church, Alabama – 
and other professional people in 
that church, played a vital role in 
establishing UFM USA.

From the beginning, two Christian 
ladies from Briarwood Church, who 
knew the OneHundredFold team, 
volunteered to help us, and they 
have really taken UFM to their hearts. 

Laura Danner, who until recently 
was on the staff at Briarwood, 
became our Administrative Officer. 
She ensures we comply with all 
our legal and financial obligations. 

moments of connection as we have 
shared, prayed, studied the Word, 
celebrated birthdays, and played 
games. Some relationships have 
deepened as we have faced this 
crisis together. New people have 
joined or moved inwards from the 
fringes, as being online has made 
church more accessible. We have 
helped each other to find refuge 
in the Lord, our fortress, who has 
brought hope and joy into the fear 
and isolation.

Sadly, however, the whole situation 
has caused some to withdraw from 
the church community. Though 
there are wonderful stories of 
ways that God has opened up 
opportunities for the gospel in 
some of the hospitals, and we 
rejoice in that, the more general 
picture has not been one of 
increased openness. Rather, people 
are just trying to survive. 

Please continue to pray with us 
for Italy, that the church would 
be able to point to Jesus as the 
unshakeable, unchangeable safe 
place where we can find comfort 
and true hope for the future.      
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Or to receive prayer letters 
from the mission workers 
featured, please contact 
one of the UFM offices.
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Melissa Walker – whose husband, 
George, serves regularly as a doctor 
on Samaritan’s Purse emergency 
teams – took responsibility for our 
accounts. More recently she has 
been joined by Denise Hamilton, 
who brings excellent skills to the 
team as she assists Melissa. 

This mainly volunteer team ensures 
that UFM USA is an efficient and 
caring mission with the same ethos 
as UFM Worldwide. 

And UFM USA is growing! There 
are now 25 mission workers: 15 
members of the OneHundredFold 
team and 5 couples in Brazil, 
France, Ireland and Central Asia. 
We are also in touch with others 
who may apply soon. 

In addition, we are able to receive 
donations from Christians 
and churches in the USA who 
are supporting 21 ministries 
undertaken by UK mission workers. 
The total income received at the 
US office in the last financial year 
exceeded $500,000.

We are grateful to the Lord for his 
faithfulness in establishing and 
blessing UFM USA. We are looking 
to him to guide us for the future as 
we consider growing the staff team 
in the USA. Please pray for Laura, 
Denise and Melissa (left to right 
below) and for the UFM USA Board.



UFM Worldwide exists to support churches  
in making disciples of all nations.

Supporting churches in  
making disciples of all nations

Since 1931 we’ve had the privilege of helping churches  
to identify, train, send and support workers for cross-cultural  

mission. We currently serve about 200 mission partners  
in 35 countries, sent by 90 gospel-hearted churches. 

UFM workers are committed to making disciples of  
all nations, taking the gospel to the least reached, and  

supporting under-resourced churches around the world. 

Please be in touch anytime. We’d love to help you  
or your church with your world mission involvement. 

Online
Summer Conference

27-29 July 2020, 12-3pm (BST)
AGM: 29 July, 3.05pm (BST)

The annual conference for the UFM family  
of mission workers, churches and supporters

Find out more at ufm.org.uk/summer-conference


