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It’s a joy to share our annual review. As we look back 
together on 2020-2021, the Covid-19 pandemic has 
of course presented the backdrop to all of our lives. 
It’s humbling to see what God has been doing in and 
through the UFM family during these days and we 
give all the praise to Him.

We so appreciate our partnership together in the 
gospel and we pray that you’ll be encouraged as you 
read a snapshot here of the reality that God’s word 
is not chained, that he is raising up workers for the 
harvest field, and that the gospel is bearing fruit and 
growing throughout the whole world. 

With our love in Christ,

New workers

Despite the pandemic and 
a number of short-term 
placements being cancelled, 
UFM has continued to grow 
steadily in terms of the number 
of mission partners served. We 
don’t pursue growth for its own 
sake, but we do pray daily for 
God to raise up new workers, 
and rejoice when we see him 
answer those prayers!

Review of 
the year

Michael Prest 
UFM Worldwide Director

Dear friends...

Impact of Covid-19

UFM’s Senior Leadership Team, 
in conjunction with sending 

 



 

serving sent by
churches, handled many 
challenging pastoral situations, 
the complexities of which 
were sometimes accentuated 
by the situation of the past 
year. The pandemic impacted 
mission partners in a huge 
range of ways – visa issues, 
forced relocation, difficulty in 

long term decision making, 
health pressures, bereavements, 
inability to return for much 
needed times on home 
assignment and more. We praise 
God for sustaining his people.

Our usual events, such as 
Summer Conference, Called 
to Serve and Church Leaders’ 

Seminars, were all held online. 
Whilst we missed the face to 
face interaction, there were 
encouragements from each of 
these activities, including 40 
young adults keen to explore 
possible future mission service 
at the Called to Serve event.
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Mission 
partners 181

long-term short-term 

+10 workers and all 
summer teams cancelled 
due to COVID-19
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Gospel  
progress
It has been a privilege in the midst of the 
pandemic to see the Lord continuing to fulfil 
his promise that he will build his church.

God raising up new workers 
for service among the least 
reached.

Large numbers of Bibles and 
gospel literature going to 
‘closed countries’.

Ongoing, early church planting 
efforts in France, Ireland, Kenya 
& the Middle East.

40 saved and asking to be 
baptised in Peru; a number 
of individuals coming to faith 
in Ireland; several people 
becoming Christians in areas 
of the Middle East, reached 
through digital means.



Kip’ & Rachel Chelashaw  
Christ Church Loersho, 
Nairobi 

Kenya

Edward & Esmé Zárate 
IBC Bustamante Church 
plant, Arequipa 

Peru
Maxime & Demelza Soumagnas 
Chartrons Church, Bordeaux 

Emmanuel & Maria Hartiel 
Rostrenen Church, Brittany

France

Please pray for 
new church plants 
across the world

T & M

SE Asia

Bosco & Heidi Bukeera 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Kayunga 

Uganda



engaged in correspondence 
with Mokhlis, an Arabic-speaker 
from the site. Over the coming 
months, he took time to answer 
her queries and objections. 
He also recommended 
articles and audio messages 
he had recorded to help her 
understanding, particularly 
about the nature of Christ  
and His claims. 

Eventually, despite aggressive 
opposition from her family, she 
found that all her doubts had 
disintegrated. She experienced 
Christ to be her Saviour and  
her God.

Shadia soon joined a discipleship 
group of local Christians.  
At the time of writing, the next 
subject on the programme for 
discussion is baptism and Shadia 
can’t wait to find out more!
Names and photos have been changed

Shadia was looking for answers 
and she wasn’t satisfied with 
the results of her research. 

She was used to asking 
questions ... However, 
she was not encouraged 
to ask questions about 
religion.

As a university student in 
Egypt, she was used to 
asking questions about her 
subject. However, she was not 
encouraged to ask questions 
about religion—in fact, quite 
the opposite. Having developed 
a friendship with a Christian, 
she started to search the 
internet to discover what 
Christians believe and why. 

After a while, she came across 
an Arabic website for youth 
called Shabibah. She decided 
to write to them and quickly 

M&J’s Story – Arabic 
radio, internet and 
media ministry



doesn’t preach the gospel), but 
has come to understand the 
biblical gospel through online 
Bible studies. She now comes in 
person. 

After just three months 
of fundraising, God has 
provided 45% of our 
€350,000 target ...

We are currently looking to 
establish a “base for gospel 
growth” by purchasing a 
permanent home for our 
church. After just three months 
of fundraising, God has 
provided 45% of our €350,000 
target through the generosity 
of his people.

UFM has been a great help in 
this by processing UK and US 
donations.

Sam was baptised in 2015 and 
has been faithfully attending 
Calvary Church Castlebar 
ever since, learning more and 
more each year. He is a natural 
evangelist, constantly sharing 
the gospel with friends, family, 
and colleagues. 

He recently started a Bible 
study which has brought along 
young men eager to learn from 
God. Sam is learning on the job 
as various issues and questions 
arise. It is a privilege to mentor 
and support him in this, and to 
see these young men grow in 
knowledge. 

Another woman from a very 
religious background has come 
an incredible distance in 12 
months. She was very attached 
to her own church (which 

Stephen & Nikki Childs’ 
Story – Evangelism 
and church planting in 
Castlebar, Co. Mayo, 
Ireland
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For more  information on leaving  a legacy to UFM, please  visit ufm.org.uk/ giving-by-legacy 

For more  
information on leaving  a legacy to UFM, please  visit ufm.org.uk/ 

giving-by-legacy 

year on year changes in income 
and expenditure. 

Due to the pandemic, income 
declined by 5% (£192k) from 
2019-2020 in areas related 
to projects and conferences. 
There was also a fall in legacy 
income. Expenditure in 2020-
2021 reduced by 6% (£235k) in 
relation to projects, conferences 
and travel. Despite all of these 
changes, we are grateful to 
the Lord that giving to mission 
partners and the UFM general 
fund held up well over the year.

Legacy giving

The work of UFM mission 
partners around the world  
is supported by many Christians 
and churches who partner  
with us in prayer and financial 

Whilst primarily being grateful 
to God, we would also like to 
express our thanks to all the 
churches and Christians who 
have supported the work of UFM 
prayerfully and financially. Your 
support is vital to UFM and our 
mission partners. 

In what has been a very different 
year for our mission partners and 
our staff, there have been some 

support. Legacy giving is 
an extension of our giving 
throughout our lives. It provides 
an opportunity to make a final 
gift out of all that the Lord has 
entrusted to us. 

In this way, one generation 
passes on to the next the 
resources needed for the 
ongoing work of taking the 
gospel to the least reached. The 
legacy income we continue to 
receive each year is a wonderful 
provision and an important part 
of our annual income. 

Did you know? 

Leaving a gift to charity in your 
will may reduce the Inheritance 
Tax applied to your estate. For 
more information on leaving  
a legacy to UFM, please visit  
ufm.org.uk/giving-by-legacy



Looking ahead
UFM Worldwide, USA, Inc

With 25 of UFM’s 216 mission 
partners now sent from 
churches in the USA, the US 
board was delighted to appoint 
Brandon Nelson as the first 
Country Director for UFM 
Worldwide, USA, Inc. Brandon 
and the family hope to relocate 
to the States in Autumn 2021. 
Brandon will lead the staff team 
from the office in Alabama, be 
involved in pastoral support and 
church partnerships, and seek 
to develop the work Stateside 
in conjunction with ourselves 
here at UFM Worldwide.

New office premises

During this last year, we have 
been able to successfully 
relocate to new office premises 
on the outskirts of Swindon. 
We are so grateful for the new 
facility which allows for ample 
parking, a more welcoming 
and comfortable working 
environment and an event 
space which we hope will be a 
blessing to other like-minded 
organisations and churches in 
the future. We are particularly 
thankful for the team of 
volunteers who completed 
the majority of the refit work 
during the year.

Partnership with Lawyers’ 
Christian Fellowship

We are delighted to announce a 
new partnership with Lawyers’ 
Christian Fellowship (LCF). 
UFM will have the privilege of 
facilitating Christian lawyers 
as they work with local LCF 
partner organisations in other 
parts of the world as interns or 
as part of short term mission 
justice teams. Participants 
will employ vocational and 
professional legal skills, opening 
opportunities for evangelism 
and discipleship in a cross-
cultural setting.



UFM Worldwide, USA, Inc 
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Court, Belfast BT6 0PA 
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UFM Worldwide exists to support churches in making disciples of 
all nations. Since 1931 we’ve had the privilege of helping churches to 
identify, train, send and support workers for cross-cultural mission. 
UFM workers are committed to making disciples of all nations, 
taking the gospel to the least reached, and supporting under-
resourced churches around the world.

    @ufmworldwide      


